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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall  Chambers, 
King  Street, 

Wakefield. 

September ,  1966 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  City  of  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  this  is  my  last  Annual  Report,  I  have  decided  to  depart 
from  the  scene  without  making  any  comment  whatsoever  on  the 
substance  of  the  Report. 

I  retire  early  in  January,  1967,  with  some  regret,  but  also, 
looking  back,  with  some  pleasure  at  the  work  which  I  have  been 
able  to  carry  out  in  this  Town. 

Public  Health  has  changed  considerably  since  I  came  here. 
The  outlook  is  different,  and  will  go  on  changing.  In  departing,  I 
have  many  thanks  to  give  to  persons  who  have  assisted  me  in  the 
work  of  the  Department. 

First  and  foremost,  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  Deputy 
Chairman,  and  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
indulgence  and  their  assistance  in  building  a  health  service  worth 
talking  about. 

Many  changes  have  taken  place,  with  their  help.  Alderman 
Leonard  Boston  has  been  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
ever  since  I  was  appointed  here  in  1951.  When  I  retire  I  shall  have 
served  this  Council  for  nearly  sixteen  years,  but  there  comes  a 
time  in  a  man’s  life  when  he  may  no  longer  shoulder  the  burdens 
of  office,  and  he  must  make  room  for  a  younger  man  to  take  his 
place.  This  I  do  gladly. 

Next,  I  must  thank  my  staff,  and  particularly  my  Chief  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Assistant,  Mr.  G.  F.  Baume,  my  Deputy,  Dr.  G.  Firth, 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  B.  Twyford,  and  my 
Secretary,  Mrs.  P.  Wood,  who  have  been  such  towers  of  strength 
to  me  in  the  years  they  have  been  in  the  Department. 

So  this  introduction  to  the  Annual  Report  must  be  “Ave 
Atque  Vale”  -  Hail  and  Farewell,  with  gratitude  and  thanks  for 
the  assistance  that  I  have  received,  and  the  loyalty  which  has 
been  mine  through  my  staff. 

Yours  sincerely, 

C  G.  K.  THOMPSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1965 


Chairman:  Alderman  Leonard  Boston,  J.P. 

Deputy  Chairman:  Councillor  D.  Hutchings 
The  Mayor,  Councillor  F.  Ellis,  J.P. 

Aldermen  Mrs.  E.  Crowe,  J.P.,  J.  H.  Taylor,  R.  Wheater,  M.B.E., 

J.P. 

Councillors  Mrs.  W.  Alexander,  H.  Clark,  J.  Deen,  R.  Gill,  H.  S. 

Grainger,  T.  E.  Hirst,  J.  W.  S.  Howarth,  F.  A.  Kilburn,  W.  Mus- 

grave,  D.  S.  Rayner,  Mrs.  I.  E.  Senior. 

Non-Council  Members: 

Mr.  W.  A.  Gilbertson,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Howarth,  Mrs.  M.  How¬ 
arth. 

Appointed  upon  nomination  from  other  bodies: 

Mr.  C.  R.  Duffin,  J.P.,  and  Mr.  D.  J.  Watson,  representing 
National  Health  Service  Wakefield  Executive  Council. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Bottomley  and  Dr.  A.  M.  R.  Heron,  representing 
Wakefield  Local  Medical  Committee. 

Mrs.  F.  Tyas,  representing  Hospital  Management  Committee 
No.  9,  Wakefield  “A”  Group. 

Mr.  H.  Packer,  J.P.,  representing  Hospital  Management 
Committee  No.  10,  Wakefield  “B”  Group. 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF,  1965 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: — 

Cyril  George  Kay  Thompson,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Public  Health  Department,  Town  Hall  Chambers, 

King  Street,  Wakefield 

Telephone  No.:  Office,  Wakefield  6091 

Telephone  No.:  Home,  Wakefield  4691 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer: — 

George  Firth,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer: — 

D.  Mortimer,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.  (Resigned  31.3.65). 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer: — 

R.  E.  Whittam,  l.d.s.,  R.c.s.(Eng.) 

Dental  Officer  to  Ante- Natal  Clinics  ( part-time ): 

A.  V.  D.  Butler,  l.d.s. 

Public  Analyst: 

R.  A.  Dalley,  f.r.i.c. 

Chest  Physicians  (part-time) : — 

J.  K.  Scott,  m.b.,  m.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

J.  VlNER,  M.B.,  CH.B. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : 

W.  B.  Twyford,  (*) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: — 

A.  Barker,  (*) 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Inspectors  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods: — 

B.  Fox  (*)  (Commenced  14.6.65) 

J.  R.  Grace  (Resigned  31.7.65). 

G.  Hep  worth 

J.  D.  Hill  (Commenced  27.9.65). 

R.  Murgatroyd 

D.  Powers  (Commenced  20.9.65). 

S.  S.  Spurr 

J.  A.  WlNTERBURN 
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Ttrainee  Public  Health  Inspectors  : ; — 

F.  W.  Hick 
D.  Perkin 
J.  S.  Smith 

(*)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for  Smoke  Inspectors 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  Superintendent  Midwife ; 

Mrs.  A.  Ward,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Health  Visiting  Staff ; — 

Mrs.  C.  Arblaster,  s.r.n.,  s.c.M.(Part  1),  h.v.cert. 

Miss  M.  D.  Clark,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.  (Commenced 

9.12.65) . 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Clifford,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  R.  Lord,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  J.  Macermott,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. (Part  1),  h.v.cert.  (Com¬ 
menced  11.10.65) 

Mrs.  A.  Marshall,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.  (Commenced 

1.6.65) 

Mrs.  M.  P.  A.  Marston,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  M.  Mee,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.  (Resigned  8.8.65) 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Prasher,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Mrs.  N.  Redfearn,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.  (Resigned 

26.11.65) 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Toplis,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.  (Resigned 

14.6.65) 

Miss  M.  G.  WlNSTER,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert. 

Assistant  Health  Visitors ; 

Mrs.  G.  Bateman,  s.r.n.  (Resigned  30.6.65) 

Miss  K.  Gallaher,  s.r.n. 

Mrs.  B.  Leverton,  s.r.n.  (Resigned  31.3.65) 

Mrs.  M.  Martin,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.  (Commenced  1.11.65) 

Mrs.  E.  Tate,  s.r.n. 

Miss  M.  G.  Winster,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.  (To  18.7.65) 

Miss  H.  E.  W.  Wright,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.  (Commenced  29.11.65) 


Home  Nurses: 

Senior:  Mrs.  E.  Wilby,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
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Full-time : 

Mrs.  L.  Atack,  s.r.n. 

Miss  L.  G.  Battams,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  D.  Hargreaves,  s.r.n. 

Mr.  S.  Heptinstall,  s.r.n.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (Commenced 
1.7.65) 

Mrs.  D.  Harpin,  s.r.n.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (Resigned  17.11.65) 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Hogarth,  s.r.n. 

Miss  P.  A.  Leadbeater,  o.n.c.,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  I.  F.  Leslie,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  B.  McCormack,  s.r.n. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Sowerby,  s.r.n.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (Resigned  16.9.65) 
Part-time : — 

Mrs.  H.  Harrap,  s.e.n.  (Commenced  1.12.65) 

Mrs.  E.  Holland,  s.r.n..  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  M.  J.  KNee,  s.r.n.,  Queen’s  Nurse 

Domiciliary  Midwives: 

Mrs.  B.  Clarke,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  B.  Crowther,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  V.  Hall,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  B.  Harrison,  s.c.m.  (Resigned  8.10.65) 

Miss  S.  C.  Hopley,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  S.  Gaunt,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Miss  I.  Lessons,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Molloy,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.  (Commenced  25.1.65) 

School  Clinic  Nurse :  Mrs.  N.  V.  Parkinson,  s.r.n. 

Matron ,  Burneytops  Day  Nursery :  Miss  E.  Mosley,  s.r.n.,  r.f.n. 

Physiotherapist :  Mrs.  P.  M.  Burridge,  m.c.g.,  soc.  ph., 
(Resigned  31.1.65) 

Dental  Attendant:  Mrs.  B.  Ward 

Domestic  Help  Organiser:  Mrs.  M.  Pounder 

Venereal  Diseases  Social  Worker  ( part-time ): 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Cohen,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse 

Supervisor ,  Training  Centre:  Mrs.  P.  M.  Vogeler 

Warden ,  Stoneville  Hostel:  Mrs.  J.  Jackson 
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Ambulance  Officer :  G.  F.  Houldsworth 

Assistant  Ambulance  Officer :  M.  G.  Mountain. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers : 

J.  P.  Grainger,  s.r.n.,  r.m.p.  a.— Senior 
C.  Robinson 

Assistant  Mental  Welfare  Officer : 

Mrs.  F.  Apps 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant :  G.  F.  Baume 

Administrative  Assistant :  J.  Charlesworth 

Clerical  Staff  — 

Miss  A.  Armitage 

Miss  A.  J.  Burkill  (Commenced  4.1.65) 

Mrs.  A.  Cowgill 
G.  S.  Cowgill 
Miss  S.  Crewe 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Gibson 
Miss  B.  Harvey 
Miss  M.  Hogson 

Mrs.  P.  A.  Mitchell  (Resigned  30.9.65) 

Mrs.  E.  Moutrey 
M.  R.  Oliver 
Mrs.  V.  Sattersfitt 
Miss  J.  Thorner 
Miss  H.  Vause 

Mr.  G.  Watson  (Commenced  4.10.65) 

Mrs.  D.  Wood 

Mrs.  P.  Wood,  a.s.t.c.  (Secretary  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
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Part  I 


Social  and  Statistical  Information 
Social  Conditions 


Vital  Statistics 
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PART  I 


SOCIAL  AND  STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 


1.  Area  of  County  Borough 

2.  Population  (a)  Census  1961  . . 

(b)  Registrar  General 
Mid-Year  1965 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  at  31.3.65. 

4.  Density  of  Population 

5.  Rateable  value  at  1.4.65 

6.  Product  of  a  penny  rate  1964/65 

(a)  Gross . 

(b)  Net 


5,801  acres 
61,268 

60,100 

19,617 

10.3  per  acre 
£2,232,010 

£9,199 

£9,119 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Wakefield  is  very  favourably  placed  as  an  industrial  centre 
situated  as  it  is  in  the  heart  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
and  the  Yorkshire  Coalfield;  and  is  served  by  two  main  railway 
lines  running  roughly  north  and  south  and  east  and  west.  Wake¬ 
field  is  readily  accessible  to  the  A.l  and  the  London-Yorkshire 
Motorway  will  eventually  touch  the  City  boundary  on  its  way  to 
Leeds,  and  the  planned  new  motorway  west  from  Hull  will 
join  this  between  Leeds  and  Wakefield.  In  addition  there  is 
available  an  up-to-date  waterway  system  by  which  goods  may 
be  quickly  and  efficiently  carried  to  and  from  the  Humber  ports. 

Some  81  different  industries  operate  in  Wakefield,  which 
is  undoubtedly  unique  for  a  town  of  its  size,  and  this  diversity 
of  industry  is  a  welcome  guarantee  for  the  future. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Legitimate—  Male 

450 

468 

451 

Female  . . 

454 

444 

414 

Illegitimate —  Male 

34 

32 

19 

Female  . . 

38 

33 

26 

Total 

976 

977 

910 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

16.2 

16.2 

15.1 

Birth  rate  adjusted  by  application 

of  comparability  factor 

16.6 

16.6 

15.4 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

(England  and  Wales)  . . 

18.0 

18.4 

18.2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of 

Total  live  births 

7.38% 

6.65% 

4.96% 
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Still  Births 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Legitimate —  Male 

9 

10 

5 

Female  . . 

15 

7 

11 

Illegitimate —  Male 

— 

— 

1 

Female  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

25 

18 

18 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live 
and  still)  . 

25.0 

18.1 

19.8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live 
and  still)  in  England  and 
Wales . 

15.7 

16.3 

17.3 

Total  live  and  still  births 

1001 

995 

928 

Infant  Mortality 

Infant  deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

19 

16 

25 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total 
live  births 

19.5 

16.4 

27.5 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  . . 

21.0 

13.2 

27.7 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . 

00.0 

61.5 

22.2 

Infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live 
births  (England  and  Wales)  . . 

19.0 

20.0 

20.9 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births . . 

13.3 

14.3 

13.2 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births . 

13.3 

14.3 

8.8 

Perinatal  Mortality 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 
week  combined  per  1,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths 

28.0 

32.2 

28.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion) 

Number  of  Deaths 

2 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still¬ 
births  . .  . 

0.0 

2.0 

1.1 
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Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation 

Death  rate  adjusted  by  application 
of  comparability  factor 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population 
(England  and  Wales) 


1965 

1964 

1963 

418 

409 

430 

389 

393 

445 

13.4 

13.3 

14.5 

12.6 

13.3 

14.5 

11.5 

11.5 

12.2 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  number  of  deaths  attributable 
to  each  of  the  causes  is  shown  in  Table  I.  The  age  group  at  death, 
sex,  is  also  shown  in  this  table. 


A  brief  summary  of  these  deaths  according  to  a  generalised 
classification  is  as  follows : — 


Classification 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Tuberculosis  (all  sites) 

2 

3 

3 

All  other  infectious  conditions 

1 

1 

6 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

107 

106 

144 

Heart  and  circulatory  system 

438 

436 

460 

Cancer 

140 

124 

137 

Ail  other  causes 

119 

132 

125 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS 
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PART  II 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

HEALTH  CENTRES  (Section  21) 

No  further  progress  was  made  during  1965  towards  the 
provision  of  Health  Centres  of  the  type  envisaged  when  the  Act 
was  introduced. 


17 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN  (Section  22) 
Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  for  the  care  of  domiciliary  patients  are 
held  at  four  centres  in  the  City,  and  at  these  centres  expectant 
mothers  see  the  Midwife  they  have  booked.  Blood  specimens  for 
pathological  examination  are  taken  at  a  special  clinic  held  at  the 
Principal  Child  Welfare  Centre  each  Wednesday  morning.  In 
addition  Midwives  co-operate  with  General  Practitioners  and 
assist  them  at  weekly  clinics  which  they  hold  in  their  surgeries. 
Women  booked  for  a  hospital  confinement  attend  the  out-patient 
department  of  the  maternity  hospital. 

During  1965,  the  number  of  women  who  attended  the 
Midwives  sessions  was  553  and  they  made  a  total  of  1,887  attend¬ 
ances. 

Post-natal  examinations  are  now  undertaken  exclusively  by  the 
mother’s  General  Practitioner. 

Relaxation  and  Mothereraft  Classes 

Classes  are  held  at  four  centres  throughout  the  City  for  ex¬ 
pectant  mothers.  All  are  welcome  whether  they  are  having  home 
or  hospital  confinements,  and  during  January  when  we  had  a 
Physiotherapist  the  classes  were  organised  by  Mrs.  P.  M.  Burridge, 
but  after  her  departure  the  Midwives  organised  the  relaxation 
classes.  A  total  of  107  expectant  mothers  made  695  visits. 

Mothereraft  classes  are  organised  to  run  concurrently  with 
the  relaxation  classes  by  the  health  visiting  staff  who,  by  series  of 
talks  and  the  showing  of  film  strips,  provide  a  syllabus  dealing 
with  ante-natal  care,  the  delivery  and  care  of  the  baby. 

Details  of  ante-natal,  relaxation  and  mothereraft  clases  are 
as  follows; — 


Centre 

Clinic 

Day 

Time 

The  Cliffe, 

Ante-Natal 

Friday 

Fortnightly 

2-4 

Margaret  Street 

Relaxation 
&  M’craft 

Friday 

Weekly 

2-4 

Hall  Road, 

Ante-Natal 

Friday 

Fortnightly 

2-4 

Snapethorpe 

Relaxation 
&  M’craft 

Tuesday 

Weekly 

2-4 

68  Batley  Road 

Ante-Natal 

Friday 

Fortnightly 

2-4 

Kettlethorpe 

Ante-Natal 

Wednesday 

Weekly 

2-4 

Community  Centre 

Relaxation 

Monday 

Weekly 

2-4 
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Child  Welfare  Centres 

Child  welfare  clinics  are  held  at  six  centres.  These  centres 
amply  cover  the  needs  of  the  community  as  they  are  sited  within 
reasonable  walking  distance  of  all  parts  of  the  City.  At  the  clinics 
the  children  have  the  services  of  a  Doctor,  whilst  a  Health  Visitor 
discusses  with  the  mother  all  aspects  of  child  care  and  behaviour 
problems.  The  Health  Visitor  frequently  arranges  for  short  talks, 
discussions  and  films  to  be  shown  of  matters  associated  with  child 
health  and  welfare. 

At  each  clinic  the  Health  Visitor  is  assisted  by  an  Assistant 
Health  Visitor  and  invaluable  assistance  is  given  by  voluntary 
workers  to  whom  I  am  most  grateful. 

National  dried  milk  and  other  welfare  foods  are  available 
and  details  of  sales  during  the  year  are  given  below.  Proprietory 
branded  baby  foods  can  also  be  obtained,  but  the  range  is  res¬ 
tricted  as  I  have  no  wish  to  be  in  active  competition  with  chemists 
shops. 

The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  during  1965  with  a  com¬ 
parison  of  the  previous  years  figures  were  as  follows: — 


1965 

1964 

National  Dried  Milk 

5,466 

5,516 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

935 

890 

Vitamin  Tablets 

1,204 

1,378 

Orange  Juice 

13,236 

11,169 

In  addition  432  tins  of  dried  milk  and  612  bottles 

of  orange 

juice  were  issued  direct  to  the  maternity  hospitals  and  the  day 

nursery. 


A  summary  of  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  is  shown 
in  the  following  table : — 


Child  Welfare 

A  summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 
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Care  of  Premature  Babies 

Arrangements  exist  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the 
emergency  admission  of  prematurely  born  infants  to  a  premature 
baby  unit  at  the  Manygates  Hospital.  An  emergency  “flying  squad” 
based  on  the  Manygates  Hospital  serves  Wakefield  and  District. 
In  addition  an  “Oxygenaire”  portable  incubator  is  stored  and 
maintained  for  constant  readiness  at  the  Ambulance  Depot  and 
used  for  the  transportation  from  home  to  hospital  of  any  pre¬ 
mature  or  young  baby. 

There  were  52  premature  live  births  during  1965.  42  were 

born  in  hospitals  and  4  were  born  at  home.  In  addition  6  babies 
born  at  home  were  immediately  transferred  to  hospital,  and  all 
survived.  Of  the  4  born  at  home,  3  survived,  but  of  the  42  born  in 
hospital,  6  died  within  24  hours  of  birth  and  1  other  died  between 
the  1st  and  7th  day. 

In  addition  there  was  a  total  of  19  premature  stillbirths  —  18 
in  hospital  and  1  at  home. 


A  comparison  with  the  two  previous  years  is  as  follows:. — 


1965 

1964 

1963 

Total  premature  live  births 

52 

64 

56 

Died  within  24  hours 

7 

5 

2 

Died  within  28  days 

8 

7 

5 

Survived  28  days 

44 

57 

49 

Burneytops  Day  Nursery 

The  Day  Nursery  continued  in  1965  to  provide  a  service  sim¬ 
ilar  to  that  which  has  been  provided  for  many  years,  the  purpose 
of  which  is  to  provide  care  for  those  children  under  the  age  of  5 
years  whose  mothers  go  out  to  work  and  also  for  a  small  number 
who  are  admitted  on  medical  grounds.  In  past  years  there  has  been 
a  waiting  list  of  children  but  not  in  recent  years.  This  I  think  has 
been  due  to  two  factors,  namely,  a  growing  realisation  of  some 
employers  of  the  need  to  provide  hours  of  work  suitable  for 
married  women,  and  secondly  an  increasing  number  of  persons 
providing  their  own  premises  in  which  to  accept  children  as  a  pro¬ 
fitable  concern.  The  owners  of  this  type  of  Nursery  have  to  be 
registered  with  the  Authority  under  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Mind¬ 
ers  Regulations  1948,  and  at  the  end  of  1965  three  premises  had 
been  registered  providing  a  total  of  52  places,  and  there  was 
additionally  one  woman  registered  as  a  daily  minder  of  children. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  expressed  considerable 
concern  at  the  decreasing  number  of  children  attending  the  Nur¬ 
sery  and  decided  at  a  meeting  in  September  to  build  a  small  nur¬ 
sery  adjacent  to  the  Principal  Child  Welfare  Centre  to  provide 
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accommodation  for  a  maximum  of  12  children  and  entry  to  the 
nursery  would  be  according  to  a  strict  system  of  priorities,  i.e. 
children  would  only  be  admitted  to  the  new  nursery  where  their 
parent  was  obliged  by  need  to  be  employed  in  order  to  support 
them,  namely  windows,  unmarried  mothers  and  widowers  and  also 
young  children  admitted  on  medical  grounds. 

An  anlysis  of  the  average  number  of  children  who  attended 
the  Nursery  during  the  last  three  months  of  1965  gave  information 
as  follows: — 

1 .  Number  of  approved  places  . .  . .  . .  47 

2.  Average  attendances  —  daily 

(a)  Under  2  years  of  age  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  6.4 

(b)  Over  2  but  under  5  ..  ..  . .  ..  15.4 

3.  Highest  attendance  on  any  one  day  in  quarter 

(a)  Under  2  years  of  age  . .  .  .  .  .  10 

•  (b)  Over  2  but  under  5  . .  . .  .  .  . .  23 

4.  Mothers  situation 

(a)  In  full  employment  . ,  .  .  .  .  26 

(b)  In  part  employment  . .  .  .  . .  . .  6 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulations,  1948 

Three  premises  were  registered  at  the  end  of  1965  providing 
an  aggregate  of  52  places,  and  in  addition  one  woman  was  regis¬ 
tered  as  a  child  minder. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  and  Ultra  Violet  Light  Treatment 

The  Department  was  without  a  Physiotherapist  in  1965 
except  for  the  month  of  January.  During  that  month  one  child 
made  three  attendances  for  orthopaedic  treatment  but  no  ultra 
violet  light  treatment  was  given. 

Summary  of  Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  Children  under  School  Age  during  1965 

(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care : 


Expectant 

and 

Nursing 

Mothers 

3 


Children 


under  the  age 


Number  examined 

Number  who  commenced  treat- 


of  five 
years 
31 


meat 

Number  made  dentally  fit 


3 

2 


26 

23 


22 


(b)  Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided 

Expectant 

Children 

and 

under  the  age 

Nursing 

of  five 

Mothers 

years 

Scaling  and  Gum  Treatment 

— 

— 

Fillings 

— 

27 

Silver  Nitrate  Treatment 

— 

— 

Crowns  or  Inlays 

— 

— 

Extractions 

15 

26 

General  Anaesthetics 

Dentures  provided : 

1 

15 

Full  Upper  or  Lower 

3 

— 

Partial  Upper  or  Lower 

— 

— 

Radiographs 

— 

— 

Nursing  Homes 

One  Maternity  Home  is  registered  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  complies  with  the  Conduct  of  Nursing  Home 
Regulations,  1963. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

The  Wakefield  Corporation  make  an  annual  contribution  to 
the  Wakefield  and  Pontefract  Deaneries  Moral  Welfare  Asso¬ 
ciation,  under  whose  auspices  The  Haven,  at  Pontefract,  a  home 
for  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children,  is  maintained.  Un¬ 
married  mothers  from  the  City  of  Wakefield  are  normally  ad¬ 
mitted  to  this  Home  to  receive  care  and  attention,  although  on 
occasions  it  is  necessary  to  use  the  Homes  of  other  organisations, 
voluntary  and  religious.  The  Council  has  agreed  to  accept  fin¬ 
ancial  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mother  whilst  in 
the  home  for  periods  of  six  weeks  before  and  seven  weeks  after 
confinement.  Any  contribution  which  the  girl  is  able  to  make  re¬ 
duces  the  amount  of  the  Corporation’s  liability. 

During  1965,  the  Corporation  accepted  financial  responsibility 
for  9  unmarried  women. 

The  following  report  has  been  submitted  by  Miss  M.  E.  Mills 
the  Social  Worker  to  the  Wakefield  and  Pontefract  Deaneries 
Moral  Welfare  Association  and  relates  to  the  activities  of  the 
Association  during  1965  in  relation  to  residents  of  Wakefield. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  122  cases  were  referred  to  the  Moral 
Welfare  Worker. 

33  were  from  Wakefield  City,  and  the  remaining  89  were 
from  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 
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These  figures  show  an  increase  over  the  1964  figures,  which  is 
perhaps  indicative  of  the  increasing  problem  which  as  a  nation  we 
have  to  face.  Even  though  many  of  our  clients  have  had  to  face  an 
unsettling  period  whilst  there  was  a  change  in  workers,  this  has  not 
in  any  way  affected  the  figures. 

Of  the  33  Wakefield  City  cases: 

26  were  single  girls  expecting  illegitimate  babies; 

5  were  married  women  expecting  illegitimate  babies; 

1  was  a  purely  marital  problem ; 

I  was  a  problem  of  a  married  woman  expecting  a  legitimate 

baby,  but  who  was  separated  from  her  husband  at  the 
time  of  the  confinement. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  following  figures,  every  age  group 
within  the  child  bearing  cycle  has  its  casualties: — 

15  years —  1 
16-18  years — 12 
19-21  years —  7 
22-24  years —  3 
25-30  years —  5 
31-35  years —  2 
40+  —  1 

Just  over  50%  of  these  women  went  to  Mother  and  Baby 
Homes.  Many  were  admitted  to  The  Haven  Mother  and  Baby 
Home,  Pontefract,  as  the  following  table  indicates: — 

Mother  and  Baby  Homes — The  Haven  . .  10 

Others  . .  . .  6 

Hospital  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Home  Confinements  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Miscarriage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

The  position  of  23  babies  was  as  follows : — 

12  were  accepted  for  adoption 

I I  returned  home  with  the  mother. 

I  am  extremely  grateful  for  the  continued  co-operation  and 
help  of  the  Children’s  Department,  the  Probation  Office  and  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

MIDWIFERY  (Section  23) 

The  domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  very  efficient.  A  close 
liaison  exists  with  the  Maternity  Hospitals  and  with  the  General 
Practitioner.  The  midwives  attend  the  Local  Authority  Ante- 
Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics,  and  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  of  four 
General  Practitioners. 
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They  also  attend  the  Relaxation  Classes  and  carry  out  their 
duties  in  conjunction  with  a  Physiotherapist  and  a  Health  Visitor. 
These  classes  prove  very  helpful  to  the  ante-natal  mother  as  they 
dispel  the  anxiety  of  childbirth  and,  from  a  health  education 
aspect,  prove  very  beneficial. 

We  have  a  full  establishment  of  7  full-time  midwives,  6  of 
whom  have  been  approved  to  undertake  part  II  district  training. 
During  the  year  8  pupil  midwives  took  the  last  three  months  of 
their  training  with  this  Authority.  The  midwives  have  also  had 
with  them  for  one  day  a  student  nurse  taking  her  three  months 
obstetric  training. 

Refresher  courses  have  been  attended  by  the  appropriate  mid¬ 
wives,  and  these  have  been  of  immense  value. 

During  the  year  34  midwives  notified  their  intention  to 
practise,  seven  of  them  being  employed  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  total  number  of  women  confined  within  the  City  was 
2,476,  of  whom  468  received  the  services  of  a  domiciliary  midwife, 
and  2,008  were  confined  in  the  City’s  maternity  hospitals.  The 
number  of  babies  delivered  was  2,517,  of  whom  973  were  to 
residents  -  469  domiciliary  and  504  hospital  deliveries. 

The  proportion  of  domiciliary  and  hospital  live  and  still 
births  of  residents  therefore  was: — 

Domiciliary  Hospital  Total 

Number  ..  ..  472  '  525  997 

Percentage  ..  ..  47.3%  52.7%  100% 

Medical  Aid 

In  no  cases  did  midwives  request  medical  practitioners  to 
provide  medical  aid  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
14(1)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1951. 

Inhalationai  Analgesics 

All  the  domiciliary  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  in- 
halational  analgesics  and  each  is  provided  with  the  appropriate 
apparatus.  Gas  and  air  analgesics  were  administered  in  368  cases 
by  the  domiciliary  midwives  and  pethilorfan  was  administered  in 
293  cases  -  a  very  high  proportion  of  the  domiciliary  cases  attended. 

I  am  strongly  opposed  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  pethilor¬ 
fan.  The  World  Health  Organisation  class  this  drug  as  being  as 
dangerous  as  morphia.  I  have  therefore  with  great  reluctance  and 
misgiving  permitted  the  use  of  pethilorfan  by  midwives  only  under 
the  aegis  and  written  prescription  of  the  general  practitioner 
attending. 
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Incidence  of  Congenital  Malformations 

A  scheme  commenced  on  the  1st  January,  1964,  to  notify 
to  the  Registrar  General  an  analysis  of  congenital  malformations 
observable  at  birth. 

A  total  of  27  babies  including  7  still-born  were  found  to 
have  malformations  during  1965,  the  total  being  identical  to 
that  of  the  previous  year. 

HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICE  (Section  23) 

The  establishment  during  1965  remained  the  same  as  during 
the  previous  year  at  12  qualified  Health  Visitors  who  are  also 
School  Nurses  and  Tuberculosis  Visitors,  and  2  Assistant  Health 
Visitors.  The  actual  establishment  however  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  9  Health  Visitors,  of  whom  3  were  part-time,  and  4  Assistant 
Health. Visitors.  The  staffing  position,  therefore,  is  not  good  but 
it  merely  reflects  a  situation  that  exists  throughout  the  country, 
and  particularly  in  the  industrial  areas.  The  Council  during  1965 
agreed  to  pay  a  car  allowance  at  the  casual  user  rate  to  all  classes 
of  nurses,  to  make  loans  available  at  advantageous  interest  rates 
for  the  purchase  of  cars  and  to  provide  housing  accommoda¬ 
tion,  but  these  generous  measures  have  been  unsuccessful  in  at¬ 
tracting  any  additional  staff. 

On  the  23rd  June,  1965,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  cir¬ 
cular  to  local  health  authorities  in  which  they  drew  attention  to  a 
report  of  a  sub-committee  of  the  Central  Health  Services  Council 
on  the  use  of  ancillary  help  in  the  local  authority  nursing  services. 
Owing  to  that  report  and  to  the  difficulties  under  which  the  De¬ 
partment  was  labouring  because  of  staffing  difficulties  I  decided 
to  invite  the  staff  to  let  me  have  their  personal  and  confidential 
views  on  how  they  considered  the  best  use  could  be  made  of 
a  Health  Visitor.  The  time  to  consider  the  many  problems  involved 
seemed  particularly  opportune  in  view  of  the  considerable  amount 
of  experimentation  that  is  currently  being  carried  out  throughout 
the  country  in  the  use  of  Health  Visitors.  It  is  obvious  that  un¬ 
less  there  is  guidance  each  Health  Visitor  will  determine  her  own 
priorities  which  would  lead  to  different  patterns  of  work  within 
the  several  working  districts  into  which  the  City  is  divided,  a  situa¬ 
tion  which  would  create  problems  for  the  public  and  also  for  the 
staff.  The  Health  Visitors  were  most  co-operative  and  each  evi¬ 
dently  gave  my  request  considerable  thought.  As  was  obvious 
there  was  a  wide  divergence  of  opinion,  but  an  analysis  of  the 
replies  indicated  that  comments  and  cirticisms  fall  within  16  main 
headings.  I  issued  a  memorandum  to  each  Health  Visitor  setting 
out  the  several  comments  under  each  heading  but  without  relating 
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the  names  to  the  comments,  and  a  series  of  discussions  took  place 
during  the  three  months  beginning  in  1966  so  that  a  common 
policy  could  be  decided  upon.  These  meetings  were  very  enlight¬ 
ening  and  have  already  resulted  in  a  number  of  changes  being 
made,  a  number  of  improvements  being  undertaken  and  a  better 
degree  of  co-operation  between  the  Health  Visitors,  administrative 
control  and  with  social  workers  in  other  departments. 

In  spite  of  the  staffing  problems  however  the  Health  Visitors 
have  carried  out  their  various  duties.  They  have  visited  houses, 
schools,  supervised  clinics,  mothers’  clubs,  and  they  have  assis¬ 
ted  in  the  training  of  student  nurses,  student  teachers  and  social 
workers.  Health  education  has  been  very  much  to  the  foreground, 
and  this  has  been  carried  out  in  schools,  clinics,  and  mothers  clubs. 
Interesting  and  educational  films  have  been  shown  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  talks. 

Liaison  between  the  Health  Visitors,  hospitals  and  General 
Practitioners  is  very  good.  We  have  not  yet  attached  a  Health 
Visitor  to  a  General  Practitioner,  but  much  thought  is  still  being 
given  in  this  direction. 

The  follow-up  of  patients  discharged  from  hospital  is  very 
good  and  there  is  excellent  liaison  between  the  Almoners,  the 
nursing  staff  of  hospitals  and  the  Health  Visitors.  The  Hospital 
follow-up  visits  are  mainly  confined  to  geriatrics,  diabetics  and 
any  patients  who  require  care  and  attention. 

The  Geriatric  Health  Visitor  attends  the  weekly  Geriatric 
Clinic  at  the  Headlands  Hospital,  Pontefract,  where  the  social 
and  home  circumstances  of  the  patients  are  discussed,  and  thus 
she  helps  in  the  making  of  decisions  of  the  patients’  needs.  The 
Geriatric  Health  Visitor  has  at  the  request  of  the  Consultant  Ger¬ 
iatrician,  visited  the  homes  of  all  patients  for  whom  hospital 
beds  have  been  requested.  She  obtains  a  clear  picture  of  the  pat¬ 
ient’s  home  environment,  and  this  she  presents  to  the  Consul¬ 
tant  Geriatrician,  who  can  more  easily  assess  the  urgency  for 
admission,  having  already  been  provided  by  the  General  Prac¬ 
titioner  with  the  clinical  history  of  the  case. 

CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED  IN  THEIR 

OWN  HOMES 

Special  care  and  attention  is  given  to  those  families  within 
the  City  who  are  at  great  risk  and  who  are  usually  described  as 
“Problem  Families”.  This  demands  the  co-ordination  of  all  the 
social  service  departments  of  the  local  authority,  state  agencies 
and  voluntary  bodies  to  meet  the  problems  involved.  A  Co-ord¬ 
inating  Committee  meets  each  month  to  discuss  the  families 
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concerned  with  a  view  to  determining  how  best  they  can  be 
helped  to  overcome  their  problems  and  difficulties. 


Summary  of  Visits  by  Health  Visitors  during  1965 


Number 

of 

children 
under  5 
years  of 
age 
visited 
during 
the  year 

Children  born 
in  1965 

Child¬ 
ren 
born 
in  1964 

Child¬ 

ren 

born 

in 

1960-63 

People 

over 

65 

Visited 

Men¬ 

tally 

Disor¬ 

dered 

Persons 

Visi¬ 

ted 

Total 

Visits 

Ail 

Cases 

Total 

Ineffec¬ 

tual 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

3398 

952 

3107 

2409 

3880 

360 

25 

11933 

1829 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE  (Section  25) 

At  varying  times  of  the  year  there  were  staffing  difficulties 
owing  to  temporary  difficulties  in  making  replacing  appointments, 
but  by  and  large  there  is  not  the  degee  of  difficulty  in  attracting 
home  nurses  as  there  is  with  health  visitors  and  midwives*  The 
end  of  the  year  showed  a  staff  of  9  full-time  and  3  part-time  home 
nurses  against  an  establishment  of  12. 

1  believe  that  the  service  we  provide  is  an  efficient  one.  It  is 
certainly  one  that  is  appreciated  by  both  patients  and  relatives  if 
one  can  judge  efficiency  by  messages  and  letters  of  thanks  that  are 
received  throughout  the  year.  The  evening  service  is  firmly  estab¬ 
lished  to  the  satisfaction  of  Doctors  and  their  patients,  and  a 
good  liaison  exists  between  General  Practitioners  and  the  hospitals 
welfare  officers  and  nursing  staff. 

The  home  nursing  staff  have  readily  assisted  in  the  training 
of  student  nurses  by  taking  the  students  on  their  rounds  so  giving 
them  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  patients  social  and  environ¬ 
mental  needs. 

Details  of  visits  and  cases  attended  by  the  nurses  during  1965 


were  as  follows: — 

No.  of 
individual 

No.  of  Visits 
paid  to  these 

Age  at  first  visit  in  the  year 

patients 

patients 

Under  5  years  of  age 

58 

390 

Between  5  and  64  years  of  age  . . 

313 

10,079 

65  years  of  age  and  over 

515 

17,327 

1965  totals 

886 

27,796 

1964  totals 

837 

27,238 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (Section  26) 


The  Ministry  of  Health’s  recommended  Schedule  P.  intro¬ 
duced  in  1962  as  a  pattern  of  inoculations  continued  to  be  used 
during  1965.  This  Schedule  provides  as  follows:. — 


Age  Visit 

Vaccine  Injection 

Interval 

1-6  months  1 

Diphtheria,  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  Tetanus  1 

1 

4-6  weeks 

2 

Diphtheria,  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  Tetanus  2 

2 

4-6  weeks 

3 

Diphtheria,  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  Tetanus  3 

3 

7-10  months  4 

Poliomyelitis  1 

4 

4  weeks 

5 

Poliomyelitis  2 

5 

4  weeks 

6 

Poliomyelitis  3 

6 

18-21  months  7 

Diphtheria,  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  Tetanus  4 

7 

Smallpox  during  first  2  years 

School  entry 

Poliomyelitis  4 
Diphtheria  &  Tetanus 

10  years  or  more 

B.C.G. 

With  the  exception  of  vaccination  against  Smallpox,  the 
acceptance  rate  for  vaccination  against  the  other  disease  during 
1965  showed  a  marked  improvement  upon  the  figures  for  1964, 
and  I  am  grateful  to  those  members  of  the  staff  concerned  and  to 
General  Practitioners  for  the  success  that  was  achieved. 


Statistics  relating  to  Vaccinations  during  1965 


Type  of  Vaccine 

Year  of  Bi 

rth 

Others 
under  16 

Total 

Courses 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1958-61 

Primary  Courses 

Diphtheria 

351 

524 

53 

31 

103 

3 

1065 

Whooping  Cough 

351 

523 

52 

30 

33 

1 

990 

Tetanus 

351 

522 

53 

31 

182 

18 

1157 

Poliomyelitis 

174 

561 

102 

86 

420 

640 

1983 

Re-Inforcing 

Doses 

Diphtheria 

— 

78 

212 

102 

267 

32 

691 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

78 

202 

98 

88 

13 

479 

Tetanus 

— 

78 

212 

102 

230 

17 

639 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

12 

18 

31 

568 

386 

1015 
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Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  in  Blackburn  2,446 
persons  over  16  years  of  age  were  given  protection  by  vaccina¬ 
tion,  and  of  the  figure  approximately  three  quarters  received  a 
primary  course. 


Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 


The  Chest  Physicians  employed  jointly  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  the  Authority  continue  to  vaccinate  con¬ 
tacts  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  The  B.C.G.  vaccin¬ 
ation  scheme  involving  school  children  continued  and  is  available 
to  all  over  the  age  of  10,  and  to  students  attending  further  educa¬ 
tional  establishments,  and  I  am  grateful  to  the  Director  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  to  Headteachers  for  their  most  valuable  co-operation. 

The  number  of  persons  tested  and  vaccinated  against  Tuber¬ 
culosis  during  1965  was  as  follows: — 


Contact  Scheme 
by  Chest  Physicians 

(1)  Number  skm  tested  . .  8 

(2)  Number  found  positive  1 

(3)  Number  found  negative  7 

(4)  Number  vaccinated  . .  23 


School  Children 
Scheme 


153 

634 

633 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox  during  1965 


Age  at  date  of 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

immunisation 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

year 

years 

years 

Total 

Number  vaccinated 
Number  re- 

2 

7 

7 

8 

280 

55 

18 

377 

vaccinated 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE  (Section  27) 


Staff 

There  was  no  change  in  the  establishment  in  the  Ambulance 
Service  during  the  year  and  the  staff  remained  at  1  Ambulance 
Officer,  an  Assistant  Ambulance  Officer,  a  Clerk/Telephonist, 
18  Driver  Attendants,  of  whom  5  carry  out  the  duties  of  Shift 
Leader  outside  normal  office  hours,  1  Foreman  Mechanic  and 
an  Assistant  Mechanic.  153  working  days  were  lost  owing  to  sick¬ 
ness  and  industrial  injuries  in  1965  compared  with  257  days  in  the 
previous  year. 

Details  of  Patients  Conveyed 

On  pages  30/32  there  is  a  summary  of  patients  conveyed  during 
1965.  This  shows  that  compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was 
an  overall  decrease  in  persons  provided  with  transport  of  3,236. 
However,  2,674  of  them  were  persons  attending  the  Training 
Centre  and  the  remaining  562  were  ambulance  patients.  The  fall 
in  Training  Centre  persons  was  caused  by  a  complete  breakdown 
of  the  Centre  coach  in  April  compelling  us  to  hire  private  transport 
until  our  new  coach  was  delivered  in  June. 

There  was  a  reduction  in  ambulance  mileage  in  1965  com¬ 
pared  with  1964  of  2,368  miles,  although  some  of  this  would  have 
been  reflected  by  the  562  fewer  patients  carried. 

1965  1964 

Total  miles  ..  ..  ..  ..  103,587  107,487 

Less  mileage  for  Training  Centre  13,922  15,015 


89,665  92,472 


The  figures  in  the  table  below  show  a  sharp  reduction  in 
mileage  carried  out  by  our  service  for  other  authorities,  although 
they  do  indicate  a  slight  increase  in  mileage  attributable  to  Wake¬ 
field  patients. 

Mileage 


Other  Athorities 

City 

Totals 

1962 

29,370 

82,595 

111,965 

1963 

19,880 

87,988 

107,968 

1964 

4,518 

87,954 

92,472 

1965 

429 

89,236 

89,665 

At  3.8  miles  per  patient  the  ratio  remains  almost  the  same  as 
the  previous  year. 
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Vehicle  Maintenance  Workhops 

A  system  of  preventive  maintenance  was  carried  out  for  all 
vehicles  during  the  year  with  very  satisfactory  results,  and  603 
work  jobs  were  recorded  as  completed  during  the  year.  There  is 
an  interesting  comparison,  however,  in  the  labour  cost  per  vehicle 
which  indicates  that  in  1965  it  was  £44  9s.  5d.,  compared  with 
£30  17s.  lid.  in  the  previous  year,  and  this  increase  has  been 
largely  brought  about  by  increased  wages  and  National  Insurance, 
and  some  of  the  vehicles  being  that  extra  year  older. 


Department 

No.  of 
Vehicles 

Man  i 

Mechanic 

Hours 

Assistant 

Total 

Cost 
£  s. 

d. 

Ambulance 

11 

1001! 

856f 

1858! 

795 

0 

6 

Home  Nursing 

6 

106| 

103! 

210! 

94 

2 

5 

Health 

1 

42£ 

39 

81! 

38 

16 

11 

Sanitary 

1 

60 

56 

116 

48 

10 

10 

Education  . . 

2 

106 

90! 

196! 

89 

12 

5 

Parks  and 

Cemeteries 

4 

209 

174 

383 

160 

15 

2 

w.v.s . 

1 

50 

40! 

90! 

42 

10 

1 

Welfare 

2 

92| 

81 

173! 

70 

16 

6 

Civil  Defence 

3 

107! 

92 

199! 

83 

7 

6 

Total  — 1965 

31 

1775! 

1533! 

3308f 

1423 

12 

4 

Total  — 1964 

32 

1247 

1082 

2329 

988 

15 

1 

Labour  cost  per  vehicle  per  year  —  1965  —  £44  9s.  5d. 

1964  — £30  17s.  lid. 
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False 

Calls 
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m 

m 

m 

as 

m 

Emergency 

Calls 

1867 

2037 

1765 

Rail 
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1504 

829 

CO 
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Other 
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'^norSOM^NOn't\j-^t 

MNMM(Nn(NM(N(Ntv|(N 

2751 

2674 

2498 

T.C. 
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5087 

4963 

4421 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals  1965 

Totals  1964 

Totals  1963 

Total  patients  conveyed  during  1964  —  50,412  Total  vehicle  mileage  incurred  during  1964  —  107,487 

Total  patients  conveyed  during  1965  —  47,176  Total  vehicle  mileage  incurred  during  1965  —  103,587 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 

( This  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  overlaps  the 
provisions  of  all  the  other  sections  previously  mentioned,  and  also 
Section  51  —  Mental  Health  Service.) 


Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  and  the 
After-Care  of  Tuberculosis  Patients 

Matters  affecting  the  care  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis 
patients  is  dealt  with  by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Health  Committee 
which  the  Chest  Physician  attends  when  matters  affecting  patients 
are  being  discussed. 

Free  milk  is  supplied  to  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  two  patients  were  receiving  milk. 

The  Health  Committee  has  the  letting  of  26  houses  which  were 
specially  built  in  the  thirties  for  the  rehousing  of  patients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  whose  accommodation  is  unsatisfactory  and 
during  the  year  one  family  was  rehoused. 

A  report  on  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  given  in  Section  26. 


Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

The  Corporation  provides  convalescent  home  treatment, 
usually  for  a  period  of  two  weeks,  for  those  persons  who  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  in  need  of  a  rest  and  are  unable  to  meet  the  cost 
themselves.  Convalescent  Home  Treatment  is  provided  only  on 
a  doctor’s  recommendation,  and  the  family  income  is  taken 
into  consideration  in  arriving  at  the  charge  to  be  borne  by  the 
recipient.  During  1965,  two  persons  benefited  from  the  scheme. 


.  Visit  of  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  Wakefield 

The  Mass  Radiography  visited  Wakefield  during  October  and 
November,  1965,  and  sessions  for  the  Public  and  selective  groups 
were  held  at  the  Ambulance  Station,  the  Kettlethorpe  Community 
Centre  and  the  car  park  to  the  rear  of  Upper  Kirkgate.  In  addition 
the  Unit  visited  Paton  and  Baldwins  and  Sirdar  Wools  Ltd.  The 
Director  of  the  Unit  has  very  kindly  supplied  information  con¬ 
cerning  attendances  and  the  results  of  his  findings,  and  these  are 
summarised  as  follows: — 
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Males 

Females 

Totals 

Number  examined  by  100  mm.  film 

1,706 

1,909 

3,615 

Number  previously  examined 

1,505 

1,324 

2,829 

Percentage  previously  examined 

88 

69 

78 

Numbers  examined  by  groups 

Industrial  groups 

1,391 

1,604 

2,995 

General  public 

315 

302 

617 

In  food  and  drink  trade 

— 

3 

3 

Totals 

1,706 

1,909 

3,615 

Number  called  for  interview  with 

Medical  Director 

21 

11 

32 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  discovered  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  conditions 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic  for  further 
observation 

18 

11 

29 

Interviewed  but  no  further  action 
taken 

3 

3 

Laundry  Service  and  Provision  of  Incontinence  Pads 

The  provision  of  incontinence  pads  is  a  service  complemen¬ 
tary  to  the  laundry  service  for  incontinent  elderly  bed  ridden 
patients  who  may  be  provided  free  with  sheets  and  pillow  cases 
and  laundered  at  weekly  or  more  frequent  intervals.  I  have  said 
complementary,  but  perhaps  a  better  word  would  be  eclipsed  as 
the  number  of  persons  using  the  laundry  service  is  in  all  never  more 
than  half  a  dozen,  whereas  those  being  provided  with  incontinence 
pads  numbers  approximately  20  per  month. 

No  difficulties  have  yet  been  experienced  with  the  disposal  of 
these  pads,  and  most  are  destroyed  by  burning  on  domestic  fires. 
Facilities  are  available,  however,  for  pads  to  be  collected  from 
properties  within  smoke  control  areas  by  the  manual  staff  of  the 
Department. 

Chiropody  Scheme 

The  Chiropody  Scheme  which  commenced  in  April,  1960, 
provides  four  free  treatments  in  twelve  months  to  approved 
patients  in  the  priority  groups  as  follows : — 

(1)  Men  aged  65  years  and  over  and  women  aged  60  years  and 
over. 

(2)  The  physically  handicapped. 

(3)  Expectant  mothers. 
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When  the  scheme  first  commenced,  owing  to  the  extreme 
shortage  of  chiropodists  qualified  in  accordance  with  the  National 
Health  Service  (Medical  Auxiliaries)  Regulations,  1954,  the  Health 
Committee  chose  to  operate  it  through  the  agency  of  the  Wake¬ 
field  Council  of  Social  Service.  This  scheme  has  worked  so  satis¬ 
factory  that,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  practically  all  chiropo- 
podists  in  the  City  are  now  qualified  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Provisions  Supplementary  to  Medicine  Act, 
1960,  the  agency  arrangements  have  continued  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Corporation  and  the  chiropodists  concerned. 

The  accumulative  total  of  persons  approved  for  treatment 
since  the  scheme  commenced  less  those  who  have  died  or  who  have 


left  the  scheme  for  all  reasons, 

compared  with  those  who  had 

been  approved  by  the  end  of  1964,  was  as  follows;- 

* 

Domiciliary 

Other 

Cases 

Cases 

1965 

1964 

1965 

1964 

Number  authorised  to  receive 

treatment : — 

(a)  Aged  persons 

(b)  The  Physically  Handi- 

172 

122 

1,140 

1,032 

capped 

8 

10 

23 

26 

(c)  Expectant  mothers  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

180 

132 

1,163 

1,059 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  persons  receiving 
treatment  at  the  year  end  was  1 ,343  and  the  service  is  constantly 
expanding.  Many  of  the  patients  participating  in  the  scheme  also 
attend  their  chiropodists  privately  to  ensure  treatment  at  intervals 
of  less  than  3  months. 

Loan  Equipment 

A  number  of  articles  of  nursing  equipment  which  consists  of 
such  things  as  wheelchairs,  bed-pans,  urinals,  air  rings,  beds, 
lifting  poles,  Dunlopillo  mattresses,  rubber  sheeting,  etc.,  are 
available  for  issue  from  the  Public  Health  Depsrtment  to  persons 
being  nursed  in  their  own  homes.  These  items  are  loaned  free  of 
charge  to  necessitous  cases. 

As  mentioned  under  the  respective  sections  care  and  after¬ 
care  of  the  sick  is  a  duty  performed  by  the  Home  Nursing  and 
Domestic  Help  Services.  The  calls  made  by  General  Practitioners 
for  the  services  of  a  Home  Nurse  remains  constantly  high. 
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The  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care  extends  to  the 
sick  in  mind  as  well  as  the  bodily  sick,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the 
nursing  and  health  visiting  staff  are  doing  much  by  example,  ad¬ 
vice  and  care  in  alleviating  the  suffering  of  the  aged  and  sick  in  their 
homes. 

Health  Education 

Health  education  covers  a  very  wide  aspect  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment's  work  and  involves  many  persons  but,  unless  a  Department 
is  continually  organising  special  displays,  it  is  a  part  of  the  work 
which  it  is  difficult  to  supply  much  detail  about.  The  subject  ex¬ 
tends  to  personal  health  and  to  social  behaviour,  and  whilst 
every  opportunity  is  taken  of  discussing  and  addressing  small 
and  large  groups  at  women’s  clubs,  welfare  clinics,  relaxation 
classes  and  ante-natal  clinics,  and  to  children  at  schools,  and  of 
using  the  various  media  available  -  films,  filmstrips,  visual  aids  and 
the  display  of  posters  and  literature  -  the  greatest  impact  is  made 
by  health  visiting  at  the  homes  of  families.  Measurement  of 
success  is  impossible  and  results  can  only  be  judged  over  a  period 
of  time,  e.g.,  witness  the  rapid  fall  in  the  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis 
and  the  infantile  birth  rate. 

Several  schools  are  regularly  visited  and,  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  teachers,  the  Health  Visitors  give  a  course  of  talks 
to  the  children  on  many  matters  related  to  health,  hygiene  and 
mothercraft,  and  no  opportunity  is  lost  to  advise  on  the  dangers 
associated  with  smoking  and  of  the  dangers  of  promiscuous  be¬ 
haviour  with  particular  reference  to  venereal  disease. 

Safety  in  the  Home 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Accidents  held  in  November,  1965,  The  Prince 
Philip,  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  who  was  elected  President,  quoted  the 
following  figures — 

1965  7,820  people  killed  on  the  roads; 

8,600  killed  in  home  accidents ; 

980  deaths  due  to  accidents  in  industries  covered 
by  the  Factories  Acts; 

131  deaths  from  agricultural  accidents. 

and  he  pointed  out  that  home  accidents  accounted  for  nearly 
half  the  total  of  all  accidental  deaths  in  the  country.  He  went  on 
to  say  that  “the  accident  statistics  are  a  standing  mockery  of  any 
claim  we  make  to  being  a  civilised  nation.  What  is  perhaps  even 
worse  is  the  widespread  lack  of  concern  or  national  sense  of 
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urgency  about  this  dreadful  situation”  and  it  was  evident  to  him 
that  accidents  are  largely  due  to  ignorance  -  ignorance  of  the 
risks,  and  unawareness  -  either  actual  or  deliberate  -  of  the  haz¬ 
ards. 


As  far  as  home  accidents  are  concerned,  our  Health  Visitors, 
on  their  many  home  visits,  are  in  an  admirable  position  to  take 
enlightenment,  knowledge  and  training  right  into  the  home,  and 
they  do  this  by  pointing  out  to  mothers  the  hazards  of  unguarded 
fires  and  steps,  ill-fitting  carpets  and  rugs,  wobbly  chairs  and 
stools,  faulty  electrical  appliances,  poisonous  medicines  and 
dangerous  pills  left  in  a  place  where  children  can  reach  them, 
flammable  night-wear,  pans  of  boiling  water,  and  any  other  hazard 
which  is  apparent  to  them.  They  also  point  out  that  many  toys  are 
potentially  dangerous,  and  they  encourage  mothers  to  be  selective 
in  their  choice  of  toys. 

Most  hazards  are  with  us  all  thorguh  the  year,  but  there  are 
the  seasonal  hazards  of  water  (lakes,  rivers,  streams,  ponds)  in 
summer,  and  fireworks  in  the  autumn.  In  the  summer  months 
special  emphasis  is  given  to  water  safety,  and  the  attention  of 
parents  and  children  is  drawn  to  the  possible  dangers  attendant 
upon  play  near  water,  and  in  the  autumn  much  publicity  is  given 
to  the  precautions  to  be  taken  when  handling  fireworks.  In  Wake¬ 
field  last  year  this  scheme  of  publicity  incorporated  a  “Best  Guy” 
Competition  held  at  the  A.B.C.  Cinema,  and  Alderman  L.  Boston, 
Chairman  of  the  Wakefield  Home  Safety  Advisory  Council,  pre¬ 
sented  prizes  of  Savings  Stamps  for  the  three  best  “Guys”.  Since 
the  setting  up  of  the  British  Firework  Manufacturers’  Safety  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  1962,  the  standard  of  fireworks  has  been  improved  con¬ 
siderably.  This  Association,  working  in  full  co-operation  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  has  done  a  number  of  things.  They  have 
agreed  to  limit  the  size  of  fireworks  generally  available  for  sale  to 
the  public,  to  cease  making  thunderflash  bangers  which  were 
particularly  dangerous  as  they  were  made  from  chlorates  and  had  a 
shattering  effect  which  is  not  present  in  the  ordinary  gunpowder 
banger,  and  they  have  stopped  making  “whizz-bangs”  -  the  tilings 
that  take  off  and  then  fly  in  uncontrolled  flight,  usually  about  head 
high. 

Training  and  lectures 

Training  and  lectures  are  given  in  schools  by  Health  Visitors, 
and  the  pupils  in  one  secondary  modern  school  in  Wakefield 
mounted  a  Display  Stand  featuring  awareness  and  prevention  of 
accidents  with  posters,  leaflets,  pamphlets  and  statistics  supplied 
by  this  Department. 
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A  Sister-Tutor  at  Pinderfields  Hospital  was  also  supplied  with 
posters,  etc.,  to  enable  her  pre-entry  students  from  Pontefract  High 
School  to  arrange  a  Home  Safety  Exhibition  at  the  School’s  Open 
Day. 

Posters  and  leaflets  are  displayed  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
throughout  the  City,  speakers  are  available  from  this  Department 
to  talk  to  Women’s  Organisations,  Mothers’  Clubs,  etc.,  and  a 
stock  of  propaganda  materials  is  always  held  in  the  Department 
for  use  by  any  persons  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE  (Section  29) 

This  service  ought  to  have  expanded  by  at  least  7%  in  1965, 
but  hours  worked,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  dropped 
by  1.4%.  The  reason  is  not  difficult  to  find  and  is  related  entirely  to 
a  lack  of  suitable  women  willing  to  do  this  work,  a  situation  that 
is  commendable  so  far  as  the  City’s  employment  position  is  con¬ 
cerned,  but  one  that  will  continue  to  prevent  the  expansion  of  this 
important  service.  The  effect  of  the  slight  contraction  in  the  service 
is  that  the  total  hours  worked  by  home  helps  has  had  to  be  shared 
by  a  greater  number  of  persons  needing  help,  and  unfortunately 
an  increasing  number  of  cases  falls  within  the  category  of  aged 
and  chronic  sick. 


A  comparison  of  statistics  between  the  standard  of  service 
supplied  in  1965  with  the  two  previous  years  is  as  follows; — 


1965 

1964 

1963 

1. 

Number  of  home  helps  in  em¬ 
ployment  on  3 1  st  December : 

(a)  Full-time 

8 

7 

7 

(b)  Part-time 

(c)  Staff  expressed  in  terms  of 

69 

72 

68 

whole- time 

46.41 

45.25 

45.75 

2. 

Total  hours  worked  by  home  helps 

93,577 

94,924 

83,636 

3. 

Visits  by  Organiser  and  staff  to 
households 

1,147 

1,616 

1,166 

4. 

Analysis  of  cases  helped: 

(a)  Confinement  cases  . . 

26 

29 

31 

(b)  Sickness  in  the  home 

49 

54 

35 

(c)  Patients  discharge  from  hospital 

75 

94 

102 

(d)  Aged  and  chronic  sick 

566 

504 

459 

(e)  Blind  persons 

25 

13 

9 

(f)  Tuberculosis  cases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

(g)  Problem  families 

10 

13 

12 

(h)  Sitter-up  service 

5 

6 

3 

Totals 

756 

713 

651 

39 


Charges  for  the  service  are  levied  on  an  income  basis  subject 
to  a  minimum  charge  of  6/6d.  per  week  and  of  the  756  households 
which  received  help 

162  paid  the  full  rate,  a  figure  identical  to  that  of  1964; 

18  paid  an  assessed  charge,  compared  with  37  in  1964; 

575  paid  the  minimum  charge,  compared  with  513  in  1964; 

1  was  free  of  charge  in  accordance  with  a  decision  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


40 


PART  III 

THE  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Mental  Health  Act,  1959 
The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  —  Section  51 

During  the  year  1965,  217  patients  were  referred  to  the 
Mental  Health  Service.  Of  these  190  were  mentally  ill,  and  the 
remaining  27  were  mentally  subnormal.  Total  patients  receiving 
visits  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  at  the  end  of  1965  was  appro- 
ximately  500  mentally  ill  patients  and  200  mentally  subnormal 
patients. 

New  patients  are  referred  from  various  sources,  mainly  hospi¬ 
tal  after  discharges  and  after  hospital  out-patient  treatment,  but 
referrals  are  also  made  by  general  practitioners  and  the  Police. 
The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  visit  these  patients  in  their  homes,  and 
occasionally  in  hospital  before  their  discharge,  and  try  to  help  by 
finding  them  work  and  somewhere  to  live.  In  some  cases  our 
hostel  for  mentally  ill  persons  fulfills  this  need  admirably. 

A  number  of  mentally  ill  persons,  particularly  those  living 
alone,  greatly  look  forward  to  visits  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
who  are  their  only  contact  with  the  outside  world.  Visits  to  such 
persons  often  results  in  them  receiving  treatment  from  their  doc¬ 
tors,  chiropody  treatment,  visits  to  the  dentist  and,  in  some  cases, 
extra  clothes ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  visits  of  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  these  people  would  not  avail  themselves  of  these  services. 

The  homes  of  the  adult  mentally  subnormal  patients  and  the 
homes  of  the  children  attending  the  Training  Centre  are  also 
visited  regularly,  and  again,  in  most  cases,  these  visits  are  wel¬ 
comed  and  a  friendly  relationship  is  built  up  between  Mental 
Welfare  Officers  and  parents.  All  the  subnormal  children  between 
the  ages  of  3  and  16  years  attend  the  Training  Centre,  and,  a'- 

though  it  is  a  legal  requirement  that  subnormal  children  aged 
between  5  and  16  shall  attend  a  Training  Centre  unless  their 
mental  and  physical  handicaps  are  too  severe,  all  do  attend  regu¬ 
larly,  and  there  has  never  been  any  need  to  remind  parents  of  the 
legal  position. 

During  1965  two  subnormal  females  and  one  subnormal  male 
had  their  Guardianship  Orders  renewed  for  a  further  twelve 
months.  They  all  attend  the  Adult  Section  of  the  Training  Centre 
and  live  at  Stoneville  Hostel.  They  receive  an  allowance  equivalent 
to  Part  III  accommodation  from  the  National  Assistance  Board, 
and  they  are  encouraged  to  save  regularly,  bank  accounts  having 
been  opened  for  them. 
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Liaison  with  Hospitals 

A  very  happy  relationship  exists  between  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  and  the  local  hospitals,  particularly  the  local  mental 
hospital  and  the  near-by  hospitals  for  subnormality.  The  Mental 
Welfare  Officers  are  welcome  at  all  times  to  visit  patients  and 
discuss  their  care  with  both  medical  and  nursing  staffs.  They  also 
attend  case  conferences  and  discussions  at  the  mental  hospital. 

Parties  of  student  nurses  from  the  mental  hospital  visit 
the  Training  Centre  several  times  a  year,  when  they  are  shown 
round  the  Centre  and  given  a  talk  by  the  Senior  Mental  Welfare 
Officer  on  the  Local  Authority’s  mental  health  service. 

Individual  student  nurses  from  the  hospital  for  subnormals 
spend  a  week  at  a  time  with  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  are 
shown  every  facet  of  the  mental  health  service. 

Stoneville  Hostel 

Admissions  to  the  hostel  were  very  disappointing  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year,  but  gradually  improved  during  the  latter  half. 
A  part-time  cleaner  was  appointed  to  allow  the  Warden  and  Deputy 
Warden  more  time  to  deal  with  the  residents. 

Although  the  hostel  may  seem  to  serve  only  a  small  part  of 
the  community,  I  feel  that  it  is  a  necessary  service,  and  one  which, 
if  the  spirit  of  the  Mental  Health  Act  is  to  be  observed,  must  ex¬ 
pand,  even  if  slowly.  Apart  from  housing  people,  the  hostel  pro¬ 
vides  a  measure  of  rehabilitation. 

Patients  who  have  entered  the  hostel  without  any  pride  in 
themselves  or  in  their  manner  of  dressing  have,  by  patient  under¬ 
standing  and  advice,  learned  to  improve  themselves.  There  is  still 
much  to  do  in  this  respect,  but  when  it  is  considered  that  it  has 
often  taken  years  for  them  to  fall  into  this  state,  it  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  they  will  greatly  change  in  a  few  short  months. 

Psychiatric  Out-Patients  Clinics 

My  Mental  Welfare  Officers  regularly  attend  out-patient  clin¬ 
ics  at  the  General  Hospital  and  at  Pinderfields  General  Hospital. 
Besides  taking  social  histories,  they  are  able  to  advise  and  help 
with  social  problems  arising  from  or  contributing  to  a  patient’s 
illness.  At  the  Pinderfields  General  Hospital  clinic  the  Senior  Men¬ 
tal  Welfare  Officer  participates  in  the  consultations. 

At  the  clinics  follow-up  visits  to  the  homes  of  the  patients 
are  arranged  with  other  City  and  County  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 


/ 
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Welcome  Club 

The  meetings  of  the  Welcome  Club  have  continued  throughout 
1965,  the  activities  following  much  the  same  pattern  as  in  pre¬ 
vious  years.  In  addition  to  the  usual  club  meetings,  the  Mental 
Welfare  Officers  have  arranged  social  evenings  for  the  adult  train¬ 
ees  of  the  Training  Centre  and  these  are  held  once  per  month 
with  an  average  attendance  of  30. 

Those  trainees  wishing  to  participate  stay  at  the  Centre  where 
a  sandwich  tea  is  provided.  The  entertainment  starts  about  5  p.m. 
and  activities  include  playing  records,  dancing  and  indoor  games. 
The  Department’s  bus  takes  them  home  at  about  8  p.m.  and 
they  are  escorted  by  a  Mental  Welfare  Officer.  The  trainees  enjoy 
theese  evenings  very  much,  and  are  usually  asking  when  the  next 
one  will  be  before  the  evening  is  over. 


Training  Centre 

Housed  within  our  attractive  Centre  in  a  conveniently  situated 
position  adjacent  to  Thornes  Park  are  about  80  mentally  sub¬ 
normal  persons  aged  between  3  and  46  years  of  age.  Out  of  this 
age  span  two  groups  have  been  formed,  those  aged  between  3  and 
approximately  16  years  in  the  junior  centre  and  those  over  16  years 
of  age  in  the  adult  centre. 

In  the  well  designed  junior  section  children  are  graded  into  4 
chronological  age  groups.  Each  group  works  in  a  most  attrac¬ 
tive  modern  classroom  under  the  care  of  an  Assistant  Supervisor. 
In  addition  to  the  4  Assistant  Supervisors  there  is  a  centre  Orderly 
and  the  Speech  Therapist  and  Remedial  Gymnast  visit  the  Centre 
each  week.  These  people  in  conjunction  with  the  Supervisor  assure 
that  the  very  best  is  done  for  the  children  attending  the  Centre. 

The  needs  of  each  child  is  carefully  considered  and  this  in 
itself  is  no  mean  task  when  it  is  known  that  in  addition  to  mental 
handicap,  9  children  are  also  physically  handicapped  -  4  of  them 
needing  constant  attention.  In  addition  3  children  suffer  from  bouts 
of  unconsciousness.  The  children  are  trained  according  to  their 
degree  of  intelligence  and  extra  to  the  usual  curriculum  they  are 
instructed  in  how  to  shop  by  going  to  actual  shops  in  the  nighber- 
hood;  road  safety  and  road  sense  and  to  assist  a  Zebra  Crossing 
complete  with  Belisha  Beacons  has  been  erected  in  the  play  area. 
The  children  are  also  taken  to  places  of  interest  both  local  such  as 
the  railway  and  bus  station  and  further  away  to  the  seaside. 

In  the  large  modern  well  equipped  kitchen  Cook  and  2  Kit¬ 
chen  Assistants  prepare  appetising  dinners  each  day.  The  kitchen 
staff  are  obviously  rewarded  for  their  skill  and  labours  by  seeing 
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the  way  the  children  enjoy  their  dinners  and  by  returning  empty 
plates  through  the  hatch.  The  Supervisor  personally  plans  all 
the  menus  and  ensures  an  interesting  variation  in  the  meals  each 
day  with  plenty  of  nutritional  value.  During  the  dinner  period  half 
the  teaching  staff  are  on  duty  to  note  likes  and  dislikes  and 
whether  a  child’s  appetitie  is  failing,  and  should  this  be  the  case 
it  often  indicates  a  sign  that  the  child  is  upset  or  unwell.  The  staff 
also  have  a  good  opportunitv  of  ensuring  that  social  training  is 
observed.  Apart  from  6  children  who  receive  free  dinners,  the 
children  pay  1/-  daily  for  meals,  and  they  also  receive  free  school 
milk  daily. 

The  staff  also  take  turns  to  be  escorts  on  the  special  Training 
Centre  bus  which  meets  and  returns  children  to  the  closest  vantage 
points  to  their  homes.  The  day  commences  each  morning  at  ap¬ 
proximately  9.30  a.m.  with  assembly  in  the  main  hall.  After  a  full 
day  the  children  are  on  their  way  home  by  about  3.30  p.m.,  and  in 
the  junior  department  primary  school  holidays  are  observed. 

In  another  section  of  this  purpose  built  Centre  the  adult  train¬ 
ees  of  both  sex  over  the  age  of  16  years  of  age  are  catered  for. 
Wherever  possible  each  individual  is  trained  in  some  sort  of  work 
which  will  eventually  be  of  use  should  the  time  come  for  him  or  her 
to  be  considered  for  full-time  outside  employment.  It  is  the  ulti¬ 
mate  aim  in  all  training  centres  to  train  subnormal  persons  so 
eventually  they  may  manage  some  sort  of  repetitive  employment. 
In  fact  one  of  our  trainees  was  successfully  placed  in  1965  at  the 
works  of  M.  P.  Stonehouse  Ltd.,  and  our  thanks  are  due  to  the 
management  of  that  firm  for  their  understanding  and  help. 

The  usual  activities  are  performed  by  the  trainees,  but  in 
addition  work  is  done  for  various  firms,  and  we  regularly  receive 
work  from  three  sources : 

Stonehouse  M.  P.  Ltd.,  The  male  trainees  clean  small  units  of 
Worsted  Spinners.  machinery  by  taking  each  unit  to  pieces 

and  they  re-assemble  them.  The  women 
trainees  cut  out  and  machine  nylon  waist 
aprons  worn  by  women  who  work  in  the 
mill. 

West  Riding  Executive  The  trainees  stamp  approximately  1,000 
Council.  prescription  pads  each  week  with  the 

various  Doctor’s  names  and  addresses. 

A  Greeting  Card  The  female  trainees  assemble  different 

firm.  types  of  cards  and  make  ribbon  bows  for 

the  greetings  cards. 
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Income  in  1965  from  this  sub-contract  work  and  sales  of 
manufactured  goods  to  parents  and  at  the  open  days  realised 
£759  11s.  3d.  (sub-contract  work  £316  17s.  10d.,  handicrafts  £442 
13s.  5d.).  Each  trainee  receives  a  small  weekly  amount  as  incentive 
ranging  from  2/6d.  when  first  transferred  from  the  junior  section 
to  a  maximum  of  15/-  according  to  their  abilities. 

Specimens  of  handicraft  were  entered  in  the  British  Trades 
Alphabet  Magazine  1965  annual  competition,  and  several  of  the 
exhibits  did  extremely  well.  Sufficiently  to  merit  a  few  prizes  in¬ 
cluding  a  first,  and  the  Centre  was  awarded  a  Martyn  Craft  Trophy 
-  a  silver  inscribed  rose  bowl  which  the  Centre  can  keep  per¬ 
manently.  In  the  adult  section  there  are  also  some  with  double 
handicaps,  and  one  youth  is  totally  blind,  but  able  to  cope  very 
well,  and  has  found  a  contented  niche.  He  is  able  to  make  link 
mats  and  has  mastered  rug  making,  and  one  of  his  small  rugs 
was  entered  for  the  competition. 

A  canteen  for  the  adult  trainees  has  been  included  in  the 
building  where  coffee  each  morning,  mid-day  lunch  and  tea  in  the 
afternoon  is  served.  The  room  is  also  used  for  discussions  and  a 
happy  atmosphere  prevails. 

There  is  a  strong  Parents  Association,  and  the  members  are 
most  interested  in  the  well-being  of  all  who  attend  the  Centre.  The 
Association  is  instrumental  in  providing  extra  equipment  and 
special  treats  such  as  assisting  with  the  cost  of  annual  seaside 
outings  and  visits  to  the  pantomime,  etc.  Sincere  thanks  are  ex¬ 
tended  to  them  and  to  the  many  seen  and  unseen  hands  who  help 
in  many  various  ways  towards  improving  the  otherwise  barren 
lot  of  the  mentally  subnormal  child  or  adult  in  our  care. 

During  the  past  year  three  students  each  spent  some  weeks 
practical  training  at  the  Centre.  Two  of  these  were  from  the 
Sheffield  N.A.M.H.  one  year  Diploma  Course,  and  both  now  have 
teaching  posts  in  training  centres  in  the  West  Riding.  The  third 
student  is  in  her  second  year  of  a  2  year  Diploma  Course  organised 
in  Leeds  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A  social  club  meets  monthly  under  the  guidance  of  the  Mental 
Welfare  Officers,  and  has  proved  very  popular  with  the  trainees 
who  support  it  enthusiastically  by  almost  100%  attendance. 

The  only  dark  cloud  during  the  year  was  caused  by  intruders 
in  the  Training  Centre  on  two  occasions.  They  took  small  sums 
of  money,  but  also  did  a  great  deal  of  malicious  damage  and  des¬ 
truction. 
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Statistical  Summary  of  Persons  on  Register 

Sub-normal  and  severely  sub-normal  persons. 

1964 

Males  Females  Total  Totals 

Cases  reported  during  1965  by — 


General  Practitioners  . . 

2 

— 

2 

3 

Hospital  after  discharge 

1 

4 

5 

1 

Local  Education  Authority 

2 

6 

8 

8 

Police  and  Courts 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  sources 

2 

9 

11 

7 

Totals 

8 

19 

27 

19 

Persons  admitted  into  Guardianship 
of  Local  Health  Authority  during 

1965 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Renewal  of  Guardianship  Orders  . . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Sub-normal  persons  admitted  to 

Stoneville  Hostel  during  1965 

3 

7 

10 

— 

Total  visits  to  homes  of  sub-normal 

persons 

— 

— 

953 

763 

Mentally  Ill  Persons. 

Cases  reported  during  1965  by — 

General  Practitioners  . . 

19 

29 

48 

54 

Hospital  after  discharge 

29 

29 

58 

75 

Hospital  after  out-patient  treat- 

ment  . . 

11 

25 

36 

— _ 

Police 

10 

5 

15 

13 

Others 

8 

25 

33 

50 

Disposal  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers — 

77 

113 

190 

✓ 

192 

*  Admitted  under  Section  25  . . 

9 

8 

17 

18 

*  Admitted  under  Section  26  . . 

2 

— 

2 

2 

*  Admitted  under  Section  29  . . 

28 

25 

53 

49 

^Admitted  under  Section  60  . . 

2 

— 

2 

1 

Admitted  informally 

27 

45 

72 

69 

68 

78 

146 

139 

Mentally  ill  persons  admitted 

to  Stoneville  Hostel  during  1965  . . 

7 

6 

13 

— 
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1964 

Males FemalesTotal  Totals 

After  Care  Visits  by  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  to — 

Mentally  Ill  persons  ..  ..  2,641  2,318 

Other  persons  . .  . .  . .  540  455 


3,181  2,773 


*NOTE  —  Section  25  is  concerned  with  a  patient’s  compulsory 
admission  and  detention  in  hospital  for  observation. 
The  maximum  period  being  limited  to  28  days. 

Section  26  is  concerned  with  a  patient’s  compulsory 
admission  and  detention  in  hospital  for  treatment. 

Section  29  relates  to  patients  being  admitted  to  hospital 
and  detained  by  reason  of  an  emergency  and,  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  Section  25,  would 
involve  undesirable  delay. 

Section  60  gives  power  to  courts  to  order  hospital 
admission  or  guardianship  for  persons  concerned  in 
criminal  proceedings  etc. 
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PART  IV 
EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Table  II  on  page  49  indicates  that  1965  was  a  year  when  the 
number  of  cases  of  infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases  staturoiiy 
notified  was  relatively  few,  and  when  measles  notifications  which 
total  380  are  excluded  from  the  list  all  remaining  notifications 
number  44. 

Even  so  in  all  of  the  44  other  cases  originating  in  Wakefield 
2  of  the  10  persons  who  suffered  from  dysentery  came  from  outside 
the  City  and  so  too  did  the  single  case  of  food  poisoning. 

What  is  disquietening  is  that  there  was  a  total  of  40  cases  that 
were  not  notified  by  any  medical  practitioner.  The  diagnosis  may 
have  been  vague  with  some  of  the  cases  such  as  the  27  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  these  cases  we  extracted  from  headteachers  re¬ 
turns,  but  a  further  5  cases  of  dysentery  were  obtained  as  a  result 
of  reports  received  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  2  other 
persons  were  investigated  as  they  had  illnesses  suggestive  of  being 
para  typhoid. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there  have  been  no  cases  of  the 
more  serious  types  of  infectious  diseases  for  several  years  and,  in 
the  case  of  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  whooping  cough,  a  great 
deal  of  the  credit  for  this  situation  must  go  to  mothers  who  have 
accepted  immunisation  for  children.  However  we  must  not  allow 
ourselves  to  be  guiled  by  a  feeling  of  complacency  because  all  too 
frequently  infectious  disease  lurks  just  around  the  corner  ready 
to  pounce  like  ogres  in  children’s  stories  and  evidence  of  this  was 
with  the  typhoid  epidemic  at  Aberdeen,  the  poliomyelitis  epidemic 
at  Blackburn  and  more  recently  the  West  Midlands  smallpox 
outbreak  in  May  1966. 

Tuberculosis 

The  table  shown  below  indicates  that  the  number  of  new 
cases  of  tuberculosis  fell  yet  again  to  the  low  level  of  7  pulmonary 
and  2  non-pulmonary,  indicating  a  rate  per  thousand  population 
of  0T2.  On  the  face  of  it  this  would  appear  satisfactory  but  I  am 
concerned  with  the  high  number  of  notifications  amongst  immi¬ 
grants,  mainly  from  Asia.  Wakefield  does  not  have  many  of  these 
races  but  there  are  many  thousands  in  the  industrial  towns  to  the 
north  and  west  and  unless  strict  measures  are  taken  to  ensure  that 
the  health  of  travellers  to  this  country  is  satisfactory  we  may  yet 
observe  an  increasing  incidence  of  tuberculosis  amongst  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  City. 
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The  Joint  Tuberculosis  Committee  of  the  Society  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  which  I  have  the  honour  of  being  the  Secretary 
is  very  concerned  about  this  problem  and  representations  have 
been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  a  view  to  ensuring  that 
all  incoming  immigrants  are  screened  against  tuberculosis.  We  have 
been  informed  that  this  is  impracticable,  yet  it  is  not  impracticable 
for  the  customs  and  excise  officers  to  examine  travellers’  baggage 
at  every  point  of  entry  into  the  country.  A  possible  remedy  to  the 
difficulty  might  be  to  insist  on  a  medical  examination  at  the  port 
of  embarkation  but  this  could  be  a  measure  which  would  create  a 
feeling  of  despair  in  the  case  of  infection  being  discovered  in  the 
wife  or  children  wishing  to  join  a  man  already  living  and  working 
in  this  country.  Surely  under  these  conditions  it  is  more  human  and 
charitable  to  allow  the  sick  person  to  come  to  this  country  where 
treatment  can  be  provided. 

None  can  deny  that  difficulties  do  exist  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a  satisfactory  solution  can  be  found  to  this  present  problem. 

The  number  of  primary  notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  deaths  attributed  to  this  condition  during  1965  were  as 
follows : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Group 

Non 

Non- 

in  years  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

0-1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

1-4 

5-14  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

15-24  .. 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— i 

—  — 

25  -  44  . . 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— .  — 

45  -  64  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

65  -  74  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

75  and  over 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals  1965 

5 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

-  - - 

1964 

10 

3 

1 

3 

1 

— 

—  — 

1963 

7 

1 

2 

- - 

2 

1 

-  - - 

TABLE  II.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1965 

(Corresponding  figures  for  previous  2  years  appear  in  columns  1  &  2) 
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Disease 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

Malaria 

Measles 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

Pneumonia 

Polio-Encephalitis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Smallpox  . .  . .  . .  . .  | 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Cohen, 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M.(Part  1),  H.V.Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse,  Venereal  Dis¬ 
eases  Social  Worker  to  the  West  Riding  County  Council  and 
the  City  of  Wakefield. 

Seven  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  Clayton  Hospital,  Depart¬ 
ment  15,  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases. 
Included  in  this  number  is  the  Diagnostic  Clinic,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  deal  with  patients  who  have  no  history  of  exposure  to  in¬ 
fection  but  may  have  signs  or  symptoms  of  possible  venereal 
disease.  Children  for  prospective  adoption  and  patients  with  doubt¬ 
ful  seriological  tests  for  Syphilis  attend  also  this  Clinic. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  can  report  that  the  favourable 
downward  trend  of  the  number  of  new  patients  resident  in  the 
City  of  Wakefield  who  attended  in  1964  has  continued,  as  1965 
showed  a  further  slight  decrease. 

The  problem  of  teenage  promiscuity  in  Wakefield  shows 
some  signs  of  being  less  obvious.  Regarding  new  attenders,  in  1965 
only  two  boys  of  this  age  group,  i.e.  19  years  and  under,  came  to 
the  Clinic.  There  were  26  new  teenage  females  who  attended,  but 
this  number  includes  22  girls  from  the  Approved  School  in  the 
City,  nearly  all  of  whom  obtained  their  infection  elsewhere.  Thus 
as  regards  the  Wakefield  population  the  number  of  teenagers 
attending  the  Clinic  for  the  first  time  in  1965  amounted  to  6,  as 
against  13  in  1964  -  a  most  marked  improvement. 

By  far  the  largest  age  group  of  new  patients  is  from  20  to 
30  years,  and  unfortunately  a  10%  increase  is  shown  here. 

1965  showed  a  most  significant  50%  decrease  in  the  number 
of  new  male  patients  from  Wakefield  attending  with  Gonorrhoea, 
but  the  number  of  female  patients  who  were  found  to  have  this 
disease  increased  from  2  to  5,  two  of  whom  came  from  the  Ap¬ 
proved  School. 

No  new  case  of  Primary  Syphilis  from  Wakefield  attended  the 
Clinic  during  1965. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  all  the  foregoing  figures  apply 
only  to  patients  attending  the  Special  Clinic  at  Clayton  Hospital. 
We  do  not  know  how  many  of  the  Wakefield  residents  seek  ad¬ 
vice  from  their  own  Doctors  or  attend  Clinics  elsewhere  for  this 
condition,  but  this  factor  is  not  new  and  the  section  of  the  Wake¬ 
field  community  attending  the  Clayton  Hospital  Special  Clinic 
could  well  give  a  fairly  good  pattern  of  the  control  of  the  disease 
in  Wakefield. 
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Contacts 

Most  patients  were  very  co-operative  in  arranging  for  their 
own  contacts  to  attend  for  investigation.  If  for  any  reason  the 
patient  could  not  or  would  not  arrange  for  the  contact  to  attend 
the  Social  Worker  endeavoured  to  do  so  but  in  1965  it  was  only 
necessary  in  six  cases. 

Defaulters 

Patients  who  had  not  completed  treatment  or  observation 
were  requested  by  letter  to  return  to  the  Clinic.  Where  the  letter 
produced  no  result  the  Social  Worker  either  by  visiting  the  home 
or  place  of  work  endeavoured  to  contact  the  patient,  but  only  very 
little  visiting  was  necessary. 

Blood  Tests  in  Pregnancy 

Routine  blood  tests  continued  to  be  taken  by  Medical  Officers 
at  ante-natal  clinics  and  by  General  Practitioners.  A  patient 
showing  a  positive  Blood  Wasserman  is  referred  to  the  Special 
Clinic  for  treatment  if  necessary.  During  1965  one  such  patient 
from  the  City  of  Wakefield  was  referred. 

Cytology  Tests 

Early  in  October  1964  the  practice  was  started  in  the  female 
clinics  at  Department  1 5  of  carrying  out  vaginal  and  cervical  cy¬ 
tology  tests  on  all  women  with  genito-urinary  signs  or  symptoms. 
From  the  City  of  Wakefield  35  patients  had  this  test  with  a  nega¬ 
tive  result  in  each  case. 

Visits  made  by  the  Social  Worker 

Number  of  Visits  and  re-visits  to  contants  . .  12 

Number  of  Visits  and  re-visits  to  defaulters  . .  5 

Number  of  miscellaneous  Visits,  Doctors,  Hospi¬ 
tals,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  134 

Total  Visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  151 
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Part  V 

REPORTS  ON  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MISCELLANEOUS 

SERVICES 


1.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  —  Section  47  — 

Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  need  of 
Care  and  Attention 

2.  National  Assistance  Act,  1 948  — 

Incidence  of  Blindness 

3.  Staff  —  Medical  Examinations 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948  —  Section  47 
Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in 
Need  of  Care  and  Attention 

No  action  was  taken  during  1965  under  the  powers  placed 
on  me  by  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  — 

The  Incidence  of  Blindness 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  informs  me  that  21  persons 
were  admitted  to  the  Blind  Register,  and  1 5  persons  were  admitted 
to  the.  Partially  Sighted  Register  during  1965.  The  following  table 
shows  the  follow-up  of  registered  blind  and  partially  sighted  per¬ 
sons. 

Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 

Year  ending  3Df  December ,  1965 


(i)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  Forms  B.D.8 
recommends : 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) 

(c)  Opthalmic  Medical 
Supervision 


(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (b) 
which  have  received  the 
treatment  recommended  . . 


Cause  of  Disability 


Cata¬ 

ract 

Glau¬ 

coma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

1 

2 

— 

5 

10 

1 

— 

8 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

2 

6 

Staff  Medical  Examinations 

During  1965,  185  employees  were  examined  by  the  Authority’s 
Medical  Officers  who  determined  their  fitness  for  entry  into  the 
Council’s  Superannuation  Scheme. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 
IN  WAKEFIELD 

(By  W.  B.  Twyford.  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector). 

So  far  as  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  con¬ 
cerned,  1965  is  notable  for  the  closure  of  the  municipal  abattoir 
and  its  replacement  by  a  private  slaughterhouse.  Whilst  the 
Corporation  had  its  own  abattoir  it  had  complete  control  over 
the  hours  during  which  slaughtering  took  place  and  the  loss  of 
this  measure  of  control  was  the  one  point  which  caused  members 
of  the  Department  to  view  the  closure  of  the  abattoir  with  some 
apprehension.  When  the  new  slaughterhouse  opened  the  fears 
which  had  been  borne  in  our  minds  were  soon  realised  and  long 
irregular  hours  had  to  be  covered. 

Due  to  the  present  salary  structure  these  Inspectors  did  not 
qualify  for  overtime  payment  and  neither  were  they  officially  en¬ 
titled  to  time  off  in  lieu  of  overtime.  The  Health  Committee  ac¬ 
cepted  the  unfairness  of  this  and  every  effort  was  made  to  give  time 
off  in  lieu  of  overtime,  but  the  amount  of  overtime  being  worked 
was  so  considerable  that  the  granting  of  this  time  off  caused  a  com¬ 
plete  disruption  of  the  normal  working  of  the  Department.  It 
was  almost  always  necessary  to  employ  three  Inspectors  on  meat 
inspection  duties  and  as  there  were  usually  one  or  more  taking 
either  leave  or  time  off,  the  amount  of  routine  work  which  could 
be  undertaken  was  very  severely  limited. 

As  soon  as  it  became  apparent  that  this  burden  was  likely  to 
continue,  the  Council  authorised  an  increased  establishment  of 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  once  we  were  able  to  attract  addi¬ 
tional  staff  the  position  improved  considerably. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  large  number  of  leaflets  giving 
advice  on  food  hygiene  were  sent  out  to  food  traders  within  the 
City,  and  it  was  hoped  to  stage  a  clean  food  campaign  but  the  way 
circumstances  developed  during  the  year,  this  proved  impossible 
and  the  idea  was  shelved. 

One  unusual  item  of  work  which  was  undertaken  during  the 
year  was  the  treatment  of  the  premises  of  a  large  bakery  firm  within 
the  City  to  clear  an  infestation  of  sparrows.  Although  the  English 
are  notoriously  sympathetic  to  wild  life,  no-one  can  doubt  the 
seriousness  of  a  bird  infestation  in  food  preparation  premises 
since  they  are  indiscriminate  droppers  of  faeces  and  I  think  we 
are  likely  to  receive  requests  for  this  type  of  treatment  from  time 
to  time  once  it  becomes  more  widely  known  that  the  service  is 
available.  It  is  also  anticipated  that  control  ofieral  pigeons  will  have 
to  be  undertaken  in  the  same  way  to  prevent  the  fouling  of  the 
City’s  buildings. 
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The  work  has  hitherto  been  undertaken  in  securing  an 
improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  atmosphere  remained  at  a 
standstill  during  1965  so  far  as  domestic  premises  are  concerned, 
but  a  little  progress  was  possible  on  the  industrial  side  of  the  work. 


COMPLAINTS 


Number  of  complaints  received 

This  figure  is  comprised  of : — 

•  • 

1792 

Ashbins 

792 

Rodents 

473 

Drains 

150 

Nuisances 

130 

Housing 

190 

Miscellaneous 

107 

DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

Total  number  of  inspections  made 

9936 

Complaints 

1227 

Nuisances  found 

173 

Re-inspection  of  houses  under  notice 

331 

Overcrowding 

7 

Relets  and  municipal  applications 

1026 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation 

20 

Improvement  grants 

107 

Slum  Clearance  (housing  inspections) 

359 

Clearance  areas 

483 

Bedding  inspection 

94 

Moveable  dwellings 

609 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

142 

Bakehouses 

31 

Dairies  and  milk  distributors 

25 

Fish  Friers 

15 

Food  preparing  premises 

75 

Food  shops  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

106 

Food  hygiene  inspections 

221 

Hairdressers 

23 

Hawkers  and  open  air  caterers 

9 

Hotel  and  restaurant  kitchens 

14 

Ice  cream  premises 

39 

Markets 

67 

Pet  shops 

2 

Public  houses  and  licensed  premises 

7 

Shops  Act,  1950 

21 
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Shops  and  warehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  94 

Factories  with  power  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Factories  without  power  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Special  premises:  (electricity  stations,  institutions,  build¬ 
ing  sites,  slaughterhouses,  railway  sheds)  . .  .  .  2 

Outworkers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Smoke  Control  Areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  92 

Smoke  observations  —  Industrial  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

Domestic  . .  .  .  . .  . .  67 

Atmospheric  deposit  stations  . .  , .  . .  . .  374 

Atmospheric  pollution  other  visits  . .  . .  . .  14 

Boilerhouse  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Drainage  tested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  77 

Drains  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  221 

Domestic  sanitary  accommodation . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Public  sanitary  accommodation  . .  , .  .  .  . .  5 

Rodent  infestation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  391 

Visits  re-filthy  or  verminous  premises  ..  ..  ..  118 

Animals  (keeping  of  )  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Canal  boat  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cinemas  and  places  of  entertainment  . .  . .  . .  1 

Infectious  disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  57 

Offensive  trades  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Refuse  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  560 

Plans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  186 

Sampling  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  324 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  Act  . .  . .  . .  336 

Accidents  re  Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  Act  . .  10 

Interviews  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  611 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1015 

Notices  served 

Informal  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  74 

Informal  notices  complied  with  (including  notices 

carried  forward  from  1964)  ..  . .  ..  44 

Statutory  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  (including  notices 

carried  forward  from  1964)  ..  ..  ..  30 

Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1965  .  .  . .  .  .  28 

Notices  served  under  the  Wakefield  Corporation 

Act,  1924,  regarding  ashbins  . .  .  .  .  .  39 

ACTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

No  proceedings  were  taken  on  default  of  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  during  the  year. 
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NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 
Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  . .  7 


Drains 

Cleaned  out,  re-laid  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  61 

New  inspection  chambers  provided  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Guides  cleaned  out  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  4 

New  trapped  gullies  provided  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Dwellinghouses 

Roof  repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  8 

External  walls  rebuilt,  cement  rendered  or  repointed  1 

Internal  walls  replastered  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Ceilings  replastered  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Fireplaces  and  cooking  ranges  renewed  or  repaired  2 

Windows  repaired  or  sashes  re-corded  . .  . .  4 

New  eavesgutters  or  rain  water  fall  pipes  provided  . .  4 

Eavesgutters  or  rain  water  fall  pipes  cleaned  out  or 

repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Smoky  condition  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Water  Closets 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  7 

New  pedestal  wash  down  pans  provided  . .  . .  4 

Repaired  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Service  pipes  to  flushing  cisterns  repaired  . .  . .  18 

Cleansed  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Lighted  and  ventilated  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Water  supply 

Service  pipes  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Sinks  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  renewed,  repaired  or 

cleansed  out  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Miscellaneous 

Dykes  cleaned  out  .  . .  . .  1 

Caravans  removed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  54 
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HOUSING 

New  Houses  erected  during  1965 


Built  by 

Built  by 

Size  of  house ,  i.e.  number 

Total 

Corpora - 

private 

of  habitable  rooms 

tion 

enterprise 

3  rooms 

74 

66 

8 

4  rooms 

..  128 

36 

92 

5  rooms 

168 

47 

121 

6  rooms 

39 

— 

39 

409 

149 

260 

Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses 

During  the  year  confirmation  of  the  following  Orders  was 

received  from  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Popula -  Date  of  Date  of  Date  of 


Name  of  Order  No.  of 

tion 

represen 

-  Order 

Con¬ 

Houses 

tation 

firmation 

Scarborough  Street  No.  1 
Compulsory  Purchase 
Order 

105 

273 

10  Sept. 

3  Nov. 

28  Sept. 

1964 

1964 

1965 

Carlton  Street  No.  1  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order . . 

35 

82 

10  Sept., 

3  Nov., 

10  Sept., 

1964 

1964 

1965 

Arundel  Street  No.  1 
Compulsory  Purchase 

Order 

12 

29 

10  Sept., 

3  Nov., 

6  Sept., 

1964 

1964 

1965 

Ash  Street  No.  1  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order . . 

18 

44 

10  Dec., 

5  Jan., 

9  Sept., 

1964 

1965 

1965 

The  following  representations  concerning  unfit  houses  were 
made  to  the  Council  during  the  year : 


No  of 

Popu¬ 

Date  of  Date  of 

Name  of  Order  houses 

lation 

Represen-  Order 

Denmark  Street  Nos.  1, 

2,  3  and  4  Compulsory 

tation 

Purchase  Order  . .  137 

326 

16  Sept.,  5  Oct., 
1965  1965 

Houses  Demolished 

During  the  year  317  houses  were  demolished,  304  being  in 
Clearance  Areas  and  13  individual  unfit  houses. 
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Houses  in  Multi  Occupation 

The  general  volume  of  work  in  the  Department  has  once 
again  prevented  a  comprehensive  survey  of  houses  in  multi-occu¬ 
pation  being  undertaken,  but  during  the  year  it  has  been  possible 
to  inspect  a  number  of  these  following  complaints.  In  general, 
the  standards  found  have  been  reasonably  satisfactory  so  far  as 
cleanliness  is  concerned,  but  the  provision  of  essential  facilities 
is  not  up  to  the  required  standard.  Further  work  on  this  subject 
is  being  undertaken  during  1966  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  survey 
of  the  known  houses  in  multi-occupation  will  be  completed 
during  the  year. 

Total  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  . .  36 

Number  of  notices  served  requiring  additional 

services  of  facilities  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . .  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  . .  . .  . .  — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  . .  . .  — 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  para¬ 
graph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 
proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  . .  . .  — 

Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority  for  cancella¬ 
tion  of  certificates  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  . .  — 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . .  . .  — 

The  number  of  certificates  issued  under  this  Act  and  still 
operative  is  57. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

During  the  year,  2  licences  were  in  operation. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  made  to  caravans 
during  the  year  under  review  (from  295  to  609)  is  a  clear  indication 
of  the  degree  of  difficulty  which  has  been  experienced  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  most  unsatisfactory  type  of  visitor  to  the  city. 

As  in  previous  years  the  persons  causing  the  greatest  trouble 
have  been  itinerant  traders  rather  than  the  true  gypsy.  These 
people  descend  on  the  town  in  a  small  convoy,  camp  on  any  cleared 
site  and  conduct  their  scrap  metal  or  rag  collection  service  from  that 
site  until  they  have  “worked”  all  the  surrounding  district.  The  sort¬ 
ing  of  the  waste  material  is  carried  out  on  the  site  and  any  valueless 
waste  is  left  littered  about  the  area.  The  absence  of  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  in  many  of  the  caravans  means  that  the  occupants  use 
any  part  of  the  site  as  a  toilet  and  combination  of  this  faecal  con¬ 
tamination  and  waste  material  when  they  leave  the  site  is  one  of 
utter  filth  and  squalor,  normally  resulting  in  the  Council  having 
to  have  the  site  cleared  at  the  ratepayer’s  expense. 

Local  residents  are  often  terrorised  into  providing  water 
services  and  if  they  complain  of  the  conditions  are  subjected  to 
abuse  and  threats  and  physical  violence. 

Due  to  similar  threats  being  uttered  to  Public  Health  In¬ 
spectors  it  is  always  necessary  for  these  visits  to  be  made  in  pairs 
and  in  almost  every  instance  it  is  necessary  to  move  the  same 
family  from  at  least  two  sites  before  they  leave  the  city  limits. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  a  really  practical  way  of  over¬ 
coming  this  problem.  The  cost  of  fencing  all  the  cleared  sites  would 
be  prohibitive,  to  surround  them  with  a  ditch  would  possibly 
present  dangers  to  young  children  in  the  neighbourhood  who  tend 
to  play  on  these  vacant  plots,  and  to  plough  the  sites  up  so  as  to 
make  them  unsuitable  for  the  reception  of  vehicles  would  cause 
extensive  dust  nuisance  during  periods  of  dry  weather. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1959 

Distributors  with  premises  within  the  City  . .  . .  24 

Distributors  with  shop  premises  at  which  milk  is  supplied 
only  in  the  properly  closed  and  unopened  vessels  in 
which  it  is  delivered  to  the  shop  . .  . .  . .  174 

A  total  of  4  new  registrations  was  effected  during  the  year. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (General)  Regulations,  1963 

A  total  of  272  licences  issued  under  these  Regulations  was  in 
operation  during  1965  and  comprised  the  following: 

52  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  Pasteurised. 

173  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  Sterilised. 

46  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  Untreated. 

1  Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 
special  designation  Pasteurised. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

During  the  year  a  total  of  71  samples  of  milk  was  submitted 
to  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

A  detailed  analysis  of  the  type  of  milks  sampled  is  shown  in 
the  Table  on  page  62. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 

During  the  year  83  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the 
Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 


The  samples  comprised: — 


No. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Mains  Water 

18 

18 

_ 

Baths  and  paddling  pools 

57 

51 

6 

Streams  and  becks 

7 

3 

4 

Cellar 

1 

— 

1 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk  to  which  a  Special  Designation  was  Applied 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Other  Foods 

During  the  year  21  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


No. 

Type  of  Food 

Report 

1 

Orange 

Satisfactory 

2 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Satisfactory 

3 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Satisfactory 

4 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Satisfactory 

5 

Chopped  Pork 

Satisfactory 

6 

Black  Pudding 

Satisfactory 

7 

Brawn 

Satisfactory 

8 

Savoury  Duckling 

Satisfactory 

9 

Polony 

Satisfactory 

10 

Brawn 

Satisfactory 

11 

Tongue 

Satisfactory 

12 

Corned  Beef 

Satisfactory 

13 

Pig  Offal 

Kidney  glands  and 
flesh  gave  very  heavy 
growth  of  coliforms 
and  proteus 

No  specific  pathogens 
isolated 

14 

Boiled  Ham 

Satisfactory 

15 

Brawn 

Satisfactory 

16 

Pork  Sausage 

Satisfactory 

17 

Corned  Beef 

Satisfactory 

18 

Jellied  Veal 

Satisfactory 

19 

Roast  Pork 

Satisfactory 

20 

Corned  Beef 

Satisfactory 

21 

Quick  Flan 

Satisfactory 

Following  the  presentation  of  the  report  on  the  Aberdeen 
Typhoid  epidemic,  more  attention  was  given  during  the  year  to 
bacteriological  sampling  of  meat  products  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  the  1 8  samples  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  examina¬ 
tion  have  all  been  classified  as  satisfactory.  The  majority  of  these 
samples  were  taken  from  shop  windows  displays  during  warm 
weather. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk,  foods  and 
pathological  specimens  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Lab¬ 
oratory,  Wood  Street,  Wakefield.  } 
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Chemical  analysis  of  foods,  drugs,  fertilisers  and  water  are 
carried  out  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Dailey,  F.R.I.C.,  who  is  employed  as  the 
City  Analyst  for  Leeds  and  also  acts  for  the  City  of  Wakefield. 

Biological  Tests  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus 

A  total  of  13  samples  was  submitted  for  biological  tests. 
All  the  samples  were  found  to  be  negative. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 

During  the  year  29  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis.  Three  of  these  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

23  from  beck,  Barnsley  Road,  Standbridge  Lane. 

3  from  Jolly  Sailor  Cellar. 

As  in  previous  years,  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take 
frequent  samples  of  the  mains  water  supply  in  the  city  due  to  the 
close  co-operation  maintained  with  the  laboratory  and  the  Wake¬ 
field  and  District  Water  Board.  (Details  of  these  appear  on  page 
90). 

Of  the  29  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  23  were 
taken  from  a  small  stream  flowing  in  the  Kettlethorpe  district  of 
the  town  This  stream  had  been  a  subject  of  complaint  from  local 
residents  that  it  was  smelling  strongly  and  forming  slime  on  the 
rocks  and  vegetation  in  its  course. 

A  detailed  sampling  programme  was  carried  out  which  showed 
quite  conclusively  that  the  pollution  was  entering  outside  the 
city  boundary  and  almost  certainly  from  a  discharge  from  a  local 
colliery.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  local  authority  in  whose 
district  the  colliery  was  situated  and  that  authority  is  co-operating 
with  the  Rivers  Board  in  an  effort  to  secure  an  improvement. 

A  further  3  samples  were  taken  from  the  cellar  of  a  public 
house  situated  close  to  the  River  Calder.  It  was  at  first  thought 
that  the  flooding  in  the  cellar  was  due  to  the  high  level  of  the 
river  but  tests  eventually  proved  that  the  water  was  entering  the 
cellar  from  a  choked  drain  which  had  served  properties  now 
demolished. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

A  total  of  171  samples  (20  formal  and  151  informal)  of  food 
and  drugs  were  submitted  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  are  as  follows : — 
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Milk 

The  3  samples  which  showed  evidence  of  added  water  were 
all  part  of  bulk  deliveries  and  it  proved  impossible  to  trace  these 
back  to  the  respective  producrs  before  an  improvement  was 
effected  in  the  standard  of  the  bulk  delivery. 


Other  Foods 

It  has  been  a  particularly  disappointing  year  in  so  far  as  the 
number  of  complaints  concerning  foreign  bodies  in  food  are 
concerned,  a  total  of  1 1  such  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the 
analyst  for  detailed  examination,  and  a  further  3  complaint  samples 
were  dealt  with  without  the  necessity  for  referring  them  to  the 
City  Analyst.  Although  the  Council  only  decided  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  in  one  case,  in  several  other  instances  it  was  only  the 
hitherto  untarnished  reputation  of  the  producers  which  prevented 
legal  proceedings  being  instituted  and  I  fear  that  unless  there  is  a 
marked  improvement,  the  number  of  prosecutions  will  tend  to 
increase  in  the  future. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  at  least  one  case  the  analyst 
and  I  were  both  of  the  opinion  that  pieces  of  glass  had  been 
deliberately  inserted  in  a  meat  pie  subsequent  to  its  being  cooked. 
Unfortunately,  this  product  had  passed  through  so  many  hands 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  accurately  place  the  responsibility  for  the 
presence  of  the  glass. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT 

Regular  inspections  of  shops  and  stalls  on  the  market  are 
undertaken  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the  Merchandise 
Marks  legislation  is  being  complied  with.  In  general,  a  little  diffi¬ 
culty  is  encountered  in  this  connection  and  most  of  the  traders 
appear  genuinely  to  try  to  label  their  goods  accurately,  but  there 
is  a  tendency  from  time  to  time  to  attach  a  more  attractive  label 
to  a  less  popular  product,  a  typical  example  being  to  describe  South 
African,  Spanish  or  Cyprian  oranges  as  Jaffas.  A  closer  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  label  will  often  show  that  the  trader  is  trying  to  comply 
with  the  law  by  inserting  the  words  “as  good  as”  before  “Jaffas”, 
but  unfortunately  the  introductory  words  are  in  such  small  print 
as  to  be  almost  unnoticeable.  One  difficulty  which  is  found  in  en¬ 
forcing  this  legislation  is  the  necessity  for  the  Inspector  to  be  on 
the  premises  when  goods  are  being  put  on  display  so  that  he  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  original  packaging. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 
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The  public  interest  which  had  been  built  up  in  food  hygiene 
during  the  Aberdeen  Typhoid  epidemic  soon  lessened  once  the 
danger  had  disappeared  and  a  large  number  of  food  purchases  are 
once  again  completely  apathetic. 

Every  effort  is  maintained  to  improve  the  standard  of  food 
premises.  No  opportunity  is  missed  of  speaking  to  any  interested 
organisation  on  this  subject  and  1  can  only  repeat  the  plea  I  made 
last  year  for  the  maximum  co-operation  from  the  citizens  of 
Wakefield  to  ensure  that  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  is  maintained 
at  as  high  a  level  as  possible. 

REGISTRATION  OF  HAWKERS  OF  FOOD 

The  Wakefield  Corporation  Act,  1938,  requires  certain 
businesses  to  be  registered,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  same. 

Section  109 

(a)  Any  person,  other  than  a  person  keeping  open  shop, 
who  sells,  offers  or  exposes  for  sale  meat,  fish,  fruit  or  vegetables 
from  a  cart,  and 

(b)  Any  premises  used  or  proposed  to  be  used  as  storage  for 
such  food. 

The  number  of  businesses  (hawkers)  registered  at  the  end  of 
1965  was  69. 


ICE  CREAM 

During  1965,  16  applications  for  registration  of  premises 
under  Section  110  of  the  Wakefield  Corporation  Act,  1938,  were 
received.  Some  of  these  were  in  respect  of  changes  of  occupiers 
and  the  total  number  of  premises  registered  was  211.  Only  one 
of  the  premises  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  the  others 
being  for  storage  and  sale  only. 

A  total  of  32  samples  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination  during  the  year.  All  the  samples 
were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  were  provisionally  graded  as  follows:— 


Total  Number 
of  samples 

Provisional  Grades 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

32 

32 

(100%) 

— 

— - 

— 
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It  is  pleasing  to  see  that  once  again  all  the  ice  cream  samples 
taken  within  the  city  have  been  placed  within  provisional  grade  1, 
the  highest  grade. 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1938 

Section  110 

Registration  of  Food  Preparation  Premises 

Premises  used  or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 
meat,  fish  or  other  food  for  sale,  are  required  to  be  registered 
under  the  above  mentioned  Act. 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1965  was  44. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  new  and  privately  owned  slaughterhouse  built  within 
the  city  came  into  operation  in  April  and  the  City  Abattoir  ceased 
to  operate  as  from  June. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  loss  of  the  ability  to  control 
the  hours  during  which  the  main  slaughterhouse  in  the  City  was 
opened  would  result  in  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  being  faced 
with  the  task  of  meat  inspection  for  long  and  often  irregular  hours 
six  or  seven  days  a  week.  Meat  inspection  was  occupying  the  full¬ 
time  of  at  least  3  Inspectors  and  in  order  to  ensure  that  satisfactory 
conditions  were  maintained  it  was  necessary  for  either  my  deputy 
or  myself  to  make  one  or  two  visits  each  day  to  the  new  slaughter¬ 
house.  This  sudden  load  on  already  heavily  employed  Inspectors 
resulted  in  a  complete  disruption  of  routine  work  and  as  a  result 
of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  the  Council 
authorised  an  increased  establishment  of  Inspectors.  There  was 
some  inevitable  delay  in  attracting  the  new  staff  and  during  this 
period  the  nucleus  of  existing  Inspectors  had  to  put  up  with  con¬ 
siderable  inconveniences  to  their  private  lives  and  they  are  due  to 
the  thanks  of  the  town  as  a  whole  for  ensuring  that  a  full  and 
competent  meat  inspection  service  was  maintained.  The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  animals  slaughtered  within  the  city  increased  from  37,194 
in  1964  to  70,194  in  1965,  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
only  represents  a  period  of  9  months  operation  of  the  new  slaugh¬ 
terhouse. 

Towards  the  end  of  1965  the  condition  at  the  new  premises 
became  more  stabilized  and  suggested  that  the  same  degree  of  in¬ 
convenience  and  hardship  would  not  be  experienced  during  1966 
and  subsequent  years. 
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Once  again,  I  feel  I  must  draw  attention  to  the  table  showing 
the  total  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned.  The  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  amount  of  tuberculosis  found  is  almost  unbelievable 
and  is  high  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  Fisheries  and  Foods  Eradication  Scheme. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

A  total  of  32  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were 
issued  during  1965.  Twenty-eight  of  the  licences  were  renewals  and 
4  were  new  licences. 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  in  the  City  during  1965 


Borough 

Private 

Animals 

Slaughterhouse  Slaughterhouse 

Total 

Cattle 

mi 

4745 

6022 

Calves 

10 

5 

15 

Pigs 

2313 

43183 

45496 

Sheep 

3166 

15495 

18661 

6766 

63428 

70194 

Total  . . 

. .  70194 

A  total  of  70,194  animals  was  slaughtered  in  1965, 

compared 

with  37,194  in  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  33,000. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  . . 

5792 

230 

15 

18661 

45496 

— 

Number  inspected 

5792 

230 

15 

18661 

45496 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

. 

1 

10 

52 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

1228 

49 

853 

5873 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  dis¬ 
eases  other  than  Tubercu¬ 
losis  and  Cysticerci 

21.21 

21.304 

6.66 

4.694 

13.023 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

83 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.182 

- — 

Cysticerci. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

1 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Inspection  of  other  Food 


Food 

tons  cwt.  qtr. 

st. 

lb. 

Cakes 

.  .  — 

— 

1 

1 

9 

Cheese 

. .  — 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Chickens 

.  .  — 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Chips 

.  .  — 

— 

— • 

— 

7 

Corn  Cob  . . 

.  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Duckling 

.  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Fish 

.  .  — 

2 

3 

0 

3 

Grapes 

.  .  — 

— . 

— 

— 

10 

Ice  Cream  . . 

.  .  — 

— 

1 

0 

1 

Lemon  Mousse 

. .  — 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Meat 

.  .  — 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Pastries 

.  .  — 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Pies 

.  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Potato  Croquets  . . 

. .  — 

— • 

— 

— 

2 

Prawns 

,  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Soup 

.  .  — 

— 

— 

1 

10 

Sweet  Colouring  . . 

.  .  — 

— • 

— 

— . 

10 

Tomatoes  . . 

. .  — 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Turkeys 

.  .  — 

— 

1 

1 

.  3 

Vegetables  . . 

.  .  — 

2 

1 

0 

0 

— 

14 

1 

0 

13 

Canned  Food 

tons 

cwt.  qtr. 

St. 

lb 

Meat 

838 

1 

5 

1 

1 

10 

Milk  . 

24 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Vegetables  . . 

298 

— 

4 

3 

0 

10 

Fruit  . 

1029 

1 

0 

2 

0 

5 

Fish 

18 

— 

— 

1 

0 

7 

2207 

2 

11 

1 

0 

5 

Total  .  .  .  .  2207  3  5  2  1  4 


Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

As  a  result  of  the  closure  of  the  public  abattoir  the  arrange¬ 
ments  whereby  the  Council  sold  unsound  meat  and  offal  to  a 
contractor  for  processing  to  animal  feeding  stuffs  was  terminated 
and  the  occupier  of  each  of  the  slaughterhouses  is  now  responsible 
for  making  his  own  arrangements.  In  each  case  this  has  resulted 
in  the  occupier  of  the  slaughterhouse  making  suitable  arrange¬ 
ments  with  a  private  firm  of  processors. 
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Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

A  total  of  20  samples  of  fertilisers  and  1  feeding  stuff  were 
taken  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Act  during  1965.  Eighteen 
of  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  Agricultural  Analyst  to  be  of 
satisfactory  composition. 

In  the  case  of  the  3  unsatisfactory  samples,  the  irregularities 
were  of  a  minor  nature  and  appropriate  letters  were  sent  to  the 
retailers. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951 

A  total  of  16  samples  has  been  submitted  to  the  Prescribed 
Analyst  under  the  Act  during  1965. 

The  following  registrations,  etc.,  were  effected  during  1965. 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  manufacture  rag  flock  . .  1 

Number  of  premises  registered  where  rag  flock  is  used  in 
connection  with  the  business  carried  on  . .  . .  . .  — 

Total  number  of  premises  on  register  . .  . .  . .  5 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

So  far  as  the  work  on  domestic  smoke  control  is  concerned, 
1965  has  been  a  disappointing  year  because  no  action  of  any  type 
has  been  taken,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  the  future 
of  the  Sandal  No.  2  Smoke  Control  Order  has  been  the  subject 
of  discussion  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

On  the  industrial  side  there  has  been  some  progress  and  the 
number  of  notifications  to  instal  new  plant  is  shown  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table. 


TABLE  I 

Result  of  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  Air  Filter  Apparatus 
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National  Survey 

Classification 
of  Site 

Month 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May . 

June . 

July  . . 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

Average  (1965) 

Average  (1964) 
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Industrial 

1.  Dark  Smoke:  Number  of  contraventions 


recorded  . .  . .  . .  3 

2.  Furnaces  (Section  3):  Number  of  notifications 

received  . .  . .  . .  4 

3.  Height  of  chimneys:  (a)  Number  of  plans  sub¬ 

mitted  showing  new 
chimneys  . .  . .  6 

(b)  Number  approved  . .  6 

Domestic 

Number  of  smoke  control  areas : 

1.  (a)  In  operation  at  31st  December,  1965  ..  ..  6 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  . .  . .  . .  . .  977 

(c)  Acreage  covered  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  610 

2.  (a)  Confirmed  by  Minister  but  not  operative  at  31st 

December,  1965  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  . .  . .  . .  . .  1312 

(c)  Acreage  covered  ..  ..  ..  ..  616 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  . .  4690 

Operations  at  business  premises  . .  . .  204 

Operations  at  private  dwellings  . .  . .  240 

Operations  at  Agricultural  premises  .  .  .  .  4 

Operations  at  Corporation  premises  . .  47 


The  subject  of  rodent  control  obtained  some  unexpected 
publicity  during  1965  following  the  appointment  of  Miss  D.  Wood 
as  a  rodent  operator  to  this  authority.  Miss  Wood  had  had  previous 
experience  in  rodent  control  work  during  the  war,  but  nevertheless 
her  appointment  was  sufficiently  unusual  to  attract  attention 
from  the  national  press  and  the  television  authorities. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  Fumigation 

During  1965  the  following  work  in  connection  with  the 
disinfestation  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  was 
carried  out: — 

Number  of  municipal  houses  fumigated  . .  — 

Number  of  privately  owned  houses  fumi¬ 
gated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Spray  Disinfestation 

Municipal  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Other  than  Municipal  Houses  . .  . .  6 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  number  of  sub-standard  closets  at  the  end  of  1965  was: — 
Trough  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Privy  Middens  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Chemical  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

REFUSE  STORAGE  ACCOMMODATION 

Wakefield  Corporation  operate  a  bin  replacement  scheme 
and  levy  an  annual  charge  (3/-  per  annum)  along  with  the  general 
rate. 

As  and  when  a  notice  is  served  requiring  the  provision  of 
an  ashbin  the  property  is  brought  within  the  scheme. 

Total  number  of  ashbins  on  maintenance  at  the 

end  of  1965  .  . .  . .  5524 

Number  of  ashbins  renewed  at  properties  under 
the  maintenance  scheme  during  1965. .  . .  464 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Offensive  Trades  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1965 


Trade 

Number 

Tripe  boiling 

•  • 

1 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealing  . . 

•  • 

1 

Total 

•  • 

2 

CANAL  BOATS 

One  canal  boat  was  inspected  during  1965.  The  total  number 
of  boats  on  the  register  is  2,  the  same  as  last  year. 


WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  ACT 

Section  154 

Registration  of  hairdressers’  and  barbers*  premises. 

The  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1965  was  91  (an 
increase  of  6). 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

During  the  year  3  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  reporting  contraventions  of  the  Act. 

Outworkers  (Section  110) 

Notifications  were  received  of  3  persons  employed  as  out¬ 
workers.  Inspections  were  made  at  the  premises  in  which  the  work 
was  executed  and  they  were  found  to  be  clean. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of  year 

. 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  an 
inspection 

Offices 

25 

223 

15 

Retail  shops  . . 

85 

476 

82 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

14 

41 

8 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens  . . 

12 

72 

5 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

— 

3 

— 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered 
premises  under  the  Act:  336, 


Reported  Accidents 


Total 

No. 

investi¬ 

gated 

Action  recommended 

Workplace 

No. 

repor¬ 

ted 

Prosecu¬ 

tion 

Formal 

warning 

Informal 

advice 

:  No. 
action 

Offices 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Retail  shops 

22 

7 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

18 

2 

— 

1 

— 

17 

Catering  estab¬ 
lishments  open  to 
public,  canteens 

4 

1 

. 

_ 

_ 

4 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Totals 

46 

10 

— 

1 

45 

Number  of  applications  for  exemption  . .  . .  Nil. 

Number  of  prosecutions  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  ANALYST  FOR  1965 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  analyses  made  during 
1965 : — 


Food  and  Drug  Samples 

Fertilisers 

Water  Samples 

Water  for  Radioactivity 

Miscellaneous 


171 

21 

29 

12 

8 


Total 


241 


The  table  on  pages  65-70  summarises  the  articles  submitted 
for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  14.6  per  cent, 
compared  with  10.2  per  cent,  in  1964  and  10.6  per  cent,  in  1963. 

Milk 

The  average  composition  of  the  63  samples  analysed  is  shown 
in  the  table  below,  which,  for  comparison  purposes,  also  shows 
the  corresponding  figures  for  1964,  together  with  the  1965  figures 
for  Leeds  and  the  minimum  composition  required  by  the  Sale 
of  Milk  Regulations,  1939: — 

Minimum 

Legal 


Wakefield 

Leeds 

Require- 

1965 

1964 

1965 

ment 

Number  of  samples 

63 

36 

907 

— 

Solids-not-fat 

8.63% 

8.61% 

8.65% 

8.50% 

Fat  . . 

3.86% 

3.77% 

3.78% 

3.00% 

Total  solids.. 

12.49%_ 

12.38% 

12.43% 

11.50% 

3  samples  contained  traces  of 

added  water  (1  -3,  1  • 

5  and  1-5 

per  cent  respectively.) 

In  8  samples  the  Milk-solids-not-fat  (which  are  equally  if  not 
more  valuable  nutritionally  than  the  fat)  fell  below  8*5  per  cent, 
thereby  raising  a  presumption  that  added  water  was  present.  In 
each  of  these  cases,  however,  the  freezing  point  of  the  milk  proved 
the  deficiency  to  be  due  to  natural  causes  (that  is  cows  giving 
poor  quality  milk)  and  not  to  adulteration. 
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All  the  samples  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  penicillin  and 
other  antibiotics,  but  only  one  (a  farm-bottled  milk)  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory  in  this  respect.  It  contained  0*08  International  Units 
per  millilitre. 

Food  other  than  Milk 

Twenty  of  the  106  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory;  6  of  these  were  routine  samples 
and  14  originated  as  complaints  from  members  of  the  public, 
details  being  as  follows: — 

Pork  Sausage.  An  informal  sample  and  a  subsequent  formal 
sample  from  the  same  butcher  both  contained  only  60  per  cent  of 
meat  compared  with  the  65  per  cent  minimum  meat  content  ex¬ 
pected  of  this  product. 

Canned  Stewed  Steak  was  labelled  “95  per  cent  meat  content”, 
but  analysis  proved  the  true  figure  to  be  81  per  cent. 

Potted  Meat  possessed  a  satisfactorily  high  meat  content 
(86  per  cent),  but  the  presence  of  70  parts  per  million  of  sulphur 
dioxide  preservative  constituted  a  contravention  of  The  Preser¬ 
vatives  in  Food  Regulations,  1962. 

Beef  Dripping  contained  2-0  per  cent  of  free  fatty  acids  -  an 
undesirably  high  level  which  indicated  that  the  dripping  was 
approaching  a  state  of  rancidity.  In  addition  the  package  was  not 
labelled  with  the  details  required  by  The  Labelling  of  Food  Order, 
1953. 

Corn  Oil  Margarine  was  labelled  “Oil  content:  100  per  cent 
Corn  Oil”.  The  statement  was  untrue  since  the  corn  oil  had  been 
hydrogenated  -  a  process  which  alters  its  normal  characteristics. 
The  claim  would  seem  to  have  been  made  with  the  intention  of 
benefiting  from  the  supposed  nutritional  advantages  of  Corn 
Oil  due  to  its  high  proportion  of  unsaturated  fatty  acids.  Such 
advantages  are  by  no  means  proven,  but  in  any  event  the  process 
of  hydrogenation  had  resulted  in  a  considerable  reduction  of  un¬ 
saturated  fatty  acids.  The  manufacturers  after  taking  Counsel’s 
opinion  agreed  to  delete  the  claim. 

Corned  Beef  was  submitted  by  the  purchaser  with  the  com¬ 
plaint  that  it  possessed  an  unpleasant  smell.  Analysis  proved  this 
to  be  due  to  marked  rancidity  of  the  fat.  The  original  cause  was  a 
defect  in  the  can  which  had  allowed  air  to  be  admitted  to  the 
contents. 
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With  this  one  exception  complaints  from  purchasers  were  in 
respect  of  foreign  bodies  in  food  and  comprised: — 

Bread.  Two  loaves  contaminated  with  machinery  grease,  and 
2  in  which  flies  had  been  baked. 

Cream  Crackers.  The  extraneous  material  proved  to  be  a  bird 
dropping. 

Scone  in  which  had  been  baked  a  housefly. 

Fish  Fingers  which  contained  two  sharp  fragments  of  bone, 
respectively  \\  inches  and  f  inch  long.  This  commodity  is  nor¬ 
mally  free  from  bone  and  the  pieces  concerned  could  have  been 
dangerous  to  children. 

Puff  Pastry  contained  two  pieces  of  glass,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  express  an  opinion  as  to  when  or  how  the  glass  had  been  in¬ 
troduced. 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  contained  5  pieces  of  glass,  the  largest 
of  which  was  almost  an  inch  long.  In  this  case  the  position  and 
condition  of  the  glass  suggested  that  it  had  been  deliberately  in¬ 
serted  in  the  pie  after  baking. 

Apricot  Jam  was  yet  another  sample  which  contained  frag¬ 
ments  of  broken  glass. 

Potato  Crisps  contained  a  4|-  inch  strip  of  cotton  material 
with  a  latex  backing. 

Orange  Drink  packed  in  a  waxed  carton  contained  a  worm 
about  1 J  inches  long. 

Canned  Tomatoes  contained  the  body  of  a  fly,  which  tests 
proved  had  been  “heat  treated”,  i.e.  the  fly  was  present  in  the 
can  at  the  time  of  processing. 

Drugs 

Of  the  two  samples  submitted,  one  ( Tincture  of  Iodine  B.P.) 
failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  in  that  Iodine  and  Potassium  Iodide  were  present  in  excess 
and  the  Alcohol  content  was  below  the  stipulated  limits.  This  res¬ 
ult  would  be  consistent  with  old  stock  from  which  alcohol  had 
evaporated  thereby  concentrating  the  other  two  constituents. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

Of  the  total  of  20  fertilisers  and  1  feeding  stuff  submitted, 
3  fertilisers  were  unsatisfactory.  Nitro-Chalk  was  15-3  per  cent 
deficient  in  neutralising  value;  Rose  Manure  contained  1  *6  per  cent 
less  Soluble  Phosphoric  Acid  than  the  amount  claimed,  and  a 
Bone  Meal  was  sold  without  the  Statement  of  Composition  which 
the  Law  requires. 
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Water  Analysis 

Two  samples  of  tap  water  and  one  sample  of  swimming-bath 
water  were  entirely  satisfactory. 

Three  samples  were  analysed  in  order  to  determine  the 
source  of  water  flooding  the  cellar  of  a  public  house. 

Of  three  beck  waters  submitted  one  was  reasonably  pure, 
but  the  other  two  showed  evidence  of  pollution.  Subsequently  a 
further  20  samples  were  analysed  in  order  to  ascertain  the  point  at 
which  polluting  matter  was  entering  the  beck. 

Radioactivity 

Routine  monitoring  of  the  City  water  was  continued,  samples 
being  taken  each  week,  and  the  activity  being  determined  on  the 
bulked  monthly  sample.  No  significant  atmospheric  tests  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  have  been  carried  out  since  1962,  and  levels  of 
radioactivity  have  fallen  accordingly.  This  is  well  illustrated  in  the 
Table  below  which  shows  the  average  quarterly  levels  of  artificial 
radioactivity  in  each  of  the  last  three  years. 


1963 

1964 

1965 

First  quarter 

15*9 

13-6 

9*5 

picocuries/litre 

Second  quarter 

18-0 

15-6 

9-0 

picocuries/litre 

Third  quarter 

20-0 

11-9 

6-6 

picocuries/litre 

Fourth  quarter 

15-7 

8*9 

5-6 

picocuries/litre 

Yearly  average 

174 

12-5 

7-7 

picocuries/litre 

The  highest  level  of  radioactivity  recorded  in  the  City  water 
was  23*8  picocuries  per  litre  in  July  1963,  when  fall-out  from  the 
American  and  Russian  tests  the  previous  year  reached  its  peak. 


Miscellaneous  Samples 

A  sample  of  “Drainfree”  was  found  to  consist  mainly  of 
Caustic  Soda,  and  therefore  constituted  a  Part  II  Poison  under 
the  Pharmacy  &  Poisons  Act. 

A  stock  of  an  unknown  powder  found  in  premises  due  for 
demolition  was  identified  as  Aluminium  Silicate,  a  substance 
used  in  the  ceramics  industry. 

The  deposit  on  the  walls  of  a  lift-car  in  a  multi-storey  block 
of  flats  was  shown  to  have  been  produced  by  corrosion  of  the 
aluminium  sheeting  by  caustic  alkali. 
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A  sample  of  soil  was  analysed  in  order  to  determine  the 
reason  for  the  rapid  corrosion  of  copper-piping  embedded  in  it. 

Four  samples  of  mortar  were  analysed,  one  being  found 
to  contain  an  excessive  proportion  of  sand. 


Conclusion 

It  is  once  again  a  pleasure  to  express  my  gratitude  to  my 
Deputy,  Mr.  L.  A.  Perkin,  for  his  assistance  in  the  various  problem- 
involved  in  the  above  work,  and  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tor,  Mr.  W.  B.  Twyford,  and  his  staff,  for  their  most  helpful  co¬ 
operation  throughout  the  year. 

R.  A.  Dalley,  F.R.I.C.,  Public  Analyst 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  City  are 
reasonably  adequate.  The  scheme  covering  the  installation  of  a 
sludge  digestion  plant  at  the  Calder  Vale  Sewage  Works  is  at  present 
in  hand  and  very  shortly  a  start  is  to  be  made  on  the  erection  of  a 
new  pumping  station  to  improve  the  sewerage  facilities  for  the 
southern  area  of  the  City. 

WAKEFIELD  WATER,  1965 

(/  am  grateful  to  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Wakefield  and 

District  Water  Board  for  this  Report) 

(a)  The  Water  was  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(b)  Both  raw  and  treated  waters  are  bacteriologically  tested  twice 
a  week.  The  raw  water  is  usually  poor  but  the  treated  is 
consistently  good  quality.  Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are 
taken  twice  weekly  and  a  typical  analysis  is  as  follows : — 


Appearance 

Clear  and  colourless 

Colour  (Hazen) 

Below  5 

Chloride  (mg/litre  Cl) 

27 

pH 

7*7 

Electrical  Conductivity  (dionic) 

150 

Alkalinity  (mg/litre  CaC03) 

15 

Hardness  (mg/litre  CaC03) 

65 

Iron  (mg/litre) 

Nil 

Manganese  (mg/litre) 

Nil 

Free  Chlorine  (mg/litre) 

Nil 

Total  Chlorine  (mg/litre) 

0*20 

Comments:  The  Fluoride  level  is  approximately  0*08  ppm. 


(c)  The  water  is  treated  to  a  pH  between  7*0  and  8*0  with  lime 
to  prevent  plumbo-solvency. 

(d)  No  contamination  of  this  supply  occurred. 

(e)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  is  approximately 
20,000  with  an  estimated  population  of  60,130. 

All  dwellings  have  piped  supplies. 
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